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'•Correct," Quorne admitted. “Had 
I known those three people had ar¬ 
rived here I might have been able to 


T HE slim man with the jet 
black hair and heliotrope- 
colored eyes stood thinking, 
then presently his hatchet- 
face broke into a smile. He 
ornsidered himself, inspecting his 
dusty uniform from the moment he 
had been thrown in the dust by the 
superwoman, the Golden Amazon of 
Earth His smile broadened a little 
and he began to move. 

A chance traveller through the 
Solar System who had lost his plane¬ 
tary bearings would have declfTMT 
upon landing upon a particular por¬ 
tion of this planet that he was on 
Earth—but he would have been mis¬ 
taken Here was the planet Neptune, 
last of the outermost giants and a 
world of surprises 
Here existed the bacteria race of 
high intelligence, originally bom.in 
the poisupou* wastes pf Urartua. 
wfcote amazing powers of adaptability 
made them capable of aaeuming any 
form by electrize! procs—a s . Here an 
this distant world existed a dupli¬ 
cate of conditions reigning on Earth. 

of eb 



bad ever known, a man believed to 
be dead—Sefner Quorne of Jupiter, 
master scientist, the being with the 
heliotrope eyes and poisonous gen¬ 
tility of manner. 

Quorne left the spaceport where 
he had his final unsuccessful brush 
s* ith the Golden Amazon, her husband 
Abna of Jupiter, and their daughter 
Viona. He walked through streets 
which were indistinguishable from 
thoae of futuristic London and con¬ 
cluded his journey at the gigantic 
ediffce duplicating the one In normal 
I<opdon from where there was ad¬ 
ministered government. 

Head of the government of this 
mystery world of Neptune was Dral. 
looking exactly like an Earthman 
since he was patterned after one He 
alan looked to be in an extremely 
bad temper when Sefner Quorne seas 
shown Into his big private office 

"Well. Captain what have you to 


thy for yourself?” Dral demanded bit¬ 
terly. using his own language. “You. 
tha captain of the guard, allowed 
those three captives to escape' Why 
didn't you order an immediate corps 
of space machines to pursue them*'" 

"Because it would have been use¬ 
less." Sefner Quorne replied calmly. 
“She Golden Amazon used every 
scrap of energy which her spaceship, 
the Ultra, poss esse d, and that meant 
they flew Into the void at a speed 
infinitely greater than any pursuers 
could stand. Those three captives, the 
Amazon Abna. and Viona, have 
strength 10 times greater than normal 
which makes them able to endure 
vast strains—accelerative strains, for 
instance. We could never have caught 
them." 

“You seem to have forgotten." Dral 
snapped, “how dangerous they can be 
row they've escaped. This secret ter¬ 
ritory of ours on this far-flung planet 
will be secret no fbnger" 
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warn you against the impossibility 
of holding them. Their science and 
mental powers sets them in a class 
apart.” m 

“They are only Earth people." 

“In that." Quorne answered, Bitting 
down at the desk without being in¬ 
vited, “you ar* mistaken, Dral. The 
Golden Amazon alone ia Earth-born, 
and she became a super-woman both 
physically and. mentally because of 
s scientist's experiment when she was 
an infant. As for her husband Abna, 
he was formerly the ruler of Jupiter 
and his strength and Intelligence out¬ 
classed even those of his wife. Viona. 
the younger woman, is the product 
of both of them, and she was not bom 
Ir. the normal material way She is 
the product of unified intellects and 
pure scientific conception There" 
Ouome finished, "you fate danger. 
D-al. as I have good reason to know " 

"You' A captain of. my defence 
guard' Han't be ridiculous." 

Quorne smtladkgpldly. "You believe 
I am that. Youpelleve I am one of 
your own bacterial race who haa 
Uken on the pattern of an Earth 
being"" 

"1 know you are because I was 
p rese n t in the laboratory when yoa 
assumed your present identity We 







QUORNE RETURNS 


Suddenly Abu* got a grig an the rilua 
tion “An |N HiggMthig that this 
worker is a TTrpfntan"" 

“I am. The whale hiama ana 

pretty plain to me The Neptunteua— 
or rather the Uranians. rib ee teg have 
migrated from Uranus — have started 
sending their doubles here, at the amma 
time removing the originals." 

"What!” Vtena exclaimed “But—hat 
at that rate what's going to happen’ 
Nobody's going to know who is genuine 
and who isn't " 

"Exactly It is also p er f ec tl y logical, 
fiom this premise, that the Neptunians 
are bent on conquest Plainly they must 
use an atomic dissembler to accomplish 
their purpose. A counterfeit Earthling 
it sent here, garbed exactly like the 
Earth original, and the Earth original 
is switched back to Neptune. But in 
this one instance there has been a 


gigmHr hlantf hwiad mam In protective 
inning glanc e d up 1 ipulrtogty as she 
ippaarsi and stepped ten el e ctro nic ma¬ 
chine be ws la pa r imaari tey operating 
A rites girt, likewise hi protec t ive suit¬ 
ing. wtte capper geld hair and bright 
Mae eyes, emer ged team the midst of 
an electrical apparatus. 

‘'Well?** a s h e d Atete. unfastening his 
suiting. "What did she want?” 

“An explanation as to why her dead 
Dance should suddenly walk into the 
house as though nothing had happened.'’ 

“That alTT* Vlona asked, with her 
bright smite. "I'm surprised you took 
up time bothering with her. mother, 
especially while this atomic experiment 


warned by bar friends that la try to 
invade the home of tea Golden Amazon 
was to risk death. 

“Good-evening " 

The girl pimped out of her chair, 
suddenly aware of the tali supple 
woman who had entered the room She 
moved with the grace of a tigress and 


"And • big on*- far them.” A bn a 
said grimly. -They were not aware 
that that worker had died in the inter¬ 
val since they took his original pattern— 
but they will be now because the ex¬ 
change will hand them a c o rpse Pos¬ 
sibly they will even realise that they 
have- unwittingly exposed their harur" 
“F u a alhl y.* the Amazon admitted. 
' ."Hu lapses of memory are plainly 
■e i au u t e d far. then.- Vkma commented. 
-A Neptunian, sent here, would be 
ver se d la the life of Mb original counter¬ 
part, Of (rim. but there might be some 
things ho wouldn’t know, things which 
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QUORNE RETURNS 


so 


very low order. m to their phytocal 



of It? Wot theyl 
duplicate of ourselves an Neptune, the 
very duplicate* which enabled ha to 


The Amazot 
At that instant the 
struck both of them. 

“Qoorner the Amazon ejaculated 
"Tea."* Aboa i 
"That guard w» 
escaped looked identical to him. Tot 
the original Quorne is dead." 

“So we believe." the Amazon mused. 
“But—" She stopped, loot in speculation. 

"Would one of you mind telling me 
what this is all about?" Viooa plradod 
"What is there about this man named 
Sefner Quo me which always seems to 
trouble you? I've heard you mention 
him so often, and always in the terms 
of healthy respect” 

The Amazon hesitated and gave Atom 
Though she no longer ra¬ 
the fact Viona had ones 
wile of the original Sefner 
nd. by him had had a son 
whose mathematical genius. at the age 
of two yean, had saved the Universe 
from destruction, but since that very 
conquest had involved the death of the 
son end produced disastrous bereave¬ 
ment upon Viona. Abna had blotted 
from her mind all memory of her son 
and. Quorne. But she was always dimly 
aware that somear h ete a piece was miss¬ 
ing from her life. ' 

"Quorne." Abna mid. “was my adviser 
on Jupiter. Viona. long before you were 
horn. More than once he has tried to 
matoer the Solar System with his superb 
science, and each time your 


I leave it to you to imagine 
the effect when those throe duplicate* 
of y o ursel v es era ranged on my tods on 
Berth. The people will have nobody to 
turn to. They win be at the mercy of 
what they think are four of the greatest 
adenM# ever known-the truth being, 
of co u rse, one scientist and three dum¬ 
mies who will do exactly as I Mtl thorn." 

"Would it be asking too much to 
inquire how you coma to bo olive after 
of 'Zenji kiliod your the Ama- 


"Tou are acquainted with the bound¬ 
less abilities of mind. Mim Brant, so 
the solution should have occurred to 
that able brain of yours. If you found 
your body destroyed and your mind 
free—and then di s cover e d aa identical 
body, what would you doT" 

Take possession, granting the other 


at him. when the Doric threatened to 
engulf the Universe, was that he had 
been killed by a being of another world 
named Kron. Bat on Neptune, when 
we escaped from there, there wn an 
individual heading the guard who looked 
exactly like him. A man with purple 
ayes and Jet black hair. H he really 
was Quorne. reincarnated, th< 
be pretty sure that this Neptune coun¬ 
terfeit business has his mind back of it." 

“Meaning." Viona asked, -that this to 
yet another effort on his part to wrest 
power?" Then. as her father nodded, 
die laughed contemptuously “And is 
be tool enough to think he can stand 
Why. between us. we 


Something wns different 
about the laboratory. She and her 
and father noticed it at the 
MHnent It was hazing strangely 
the force of electromagnetic 
Then all three of them cried 
helplessly as unendurable anguish 
upon them and they were 
snuffed Into oblivion. 

Gradually the blankness of total un¬ 


bodies knitted themselves swiftly back 
into Piece. Unhurt, but utterly be¬ 
wildered, the Amazon. Abna and Viona 
stook gazing before them—once again 
at a laboratory, but certainly not their 
own. What appeared to be larthmen 
were grouped around a massive switch- 
pond. the foremost being slender in 
buiM, remarkable for his high for e he a d, 
polished black hair, and heliotrope eyes 


“A most successful transit" Quorne 
c o mmen ted, smiling tautly as be came 
forward "1 assume that I have no need 
to explain to such distinguished *c*en- 


have transferred us from Berth 
— Neptune — by the process of atomic 
torn cm My. our bodies being broken 
down tnto atomic aggregates and then 

“B*a«lr" Quorne agreed. "8 
to soother ramification At the 
of departure from Berth you wore re¬ 
placed by exact counterparts, to identi¬ 
cal clothing Observe” 

He gave aa imperious signal sod in 
res po n se two of the man at the switeh- 
pa nel became active. 

lory, the eoe which the Amazon. Abna 
end Viona hod formerly been occupying. 
Wow they intently watched what ap- 

■••cai to«*». 


"In my cam it waa 

Than his eyes went to Viooa. "My 
wife dene not seem to have much to 
my,” he commented. 

Viona looked at him. "Are you re¬ 
ferring to me?" she demanded. “I'm not 
your wife, and never will be." 

“Not very convincing." Quorne re¬ 
plied acidly. "What became of Sefian. 
our son, who was going to do so much?" 

“I can only assume," Viooa replied, 
"that you are cbmpietely Insane" 

It was Qeo ra e’s turn to look ^ixzted. 
He concentrated for a moment and than 
frowned. “Very strange, b her mind 
I reed no recollection of me at all. and 
even tom of Sefian.’ 

"Sefian died destroying the Burk 
which threatened to overwhelm the 
Uni verm,” Abna replied. "Viona done 
that happening, any more 
- You. too. 

are obliterated in her thoughts." 

The purple eyes sharpened. “In 
other words, Abna. you used^that mind 
at yours to Mot out her memory of me?" 

"I did. And her mind must be Ute 
sweeter for it" 

Quorne tightened his thin mouth for 
it and then he relaxed “Oh, 
very weU. Since the original Quorne’s 
body died, I suppose the claim to ae 
longer valid. Not that it signifies now. 
m any east. I have far more things 
to do than concern myself over Viona." 

Viona gave a bewildered look but 
did not say anything. The conversa¬ 
tion had sailed far above her bead 

“With your arrival here," Quorne 
mid. “my plans are ready tor action. 
You will hove fathead that these 
people of Neptune. Intelligent though 
bey are, are entirety under my dic¬ 
tate*?—including Brat, the loader of the 
State, t intend to return to earth and 
there, with your duplicates, seize the 
power I’ve so long'striven tor.- After 
that will come Venus — again by 
Counterfeit work, our agents being 
mixed unidenttfiably with the originals 
so that they cannot be detected You 
three will stay he r e end unlike the last 
time then will be no escape. I would 
kill you. but I may have need of your 
knowledge some day." 

“And you think we'd give it?" Abna 
asked in contempt 

■rould depend upon the pro¬ 
to extract it . . . For the 
1 have explained all that is 

the Mundaring mistake you 
the living counterfeit 
latest batch 
mment- 
advancinf 


cleat to identify and study awry Uvbg 
ou that particular oc* 
I eheck-up was made 
of the perso n concerned, with the in- 
ev itob to reeutt that we r e c e i ved i c arpet 
end sent e live men. t gut seedi you 

1 saw 





fore they could drag out their gttas 
Abna and Viona were upon them, each 
using their superhuman strength to 
wipe out a little score they owed 
Quorne turned to the ewitchpnnoi end 
moved a button. A slide shot up in the 
wall, and as the Amazon finished over¬ 
powering the last guard she swung to 
look at six massive metal robots ad¬ 
vancing with pincer-hands extended 

She waited until they were almost 
upon her and then slammed bar bunched 
fist into the grille which formed the 
"stomach" of the nearest creature. But 
her fingers were trapped in steel claws 
and all her frantic efforts failed to 
budge them. By the time Abna and 
Viona had hurried to her eld U was 
too Ute. 

Quorne moved over to the robot which 
was imprisoning the Amazon s hand and 
mode adjustment* on its switch controls. 
Wincing, she pulled out her torn fingers 
es the steel grip relaxed 

"My apologies." Ouomt 
cynically. "You hove only yourself to 
thank for your condition. Amazon." 

The Amazon 'did not answer. She 
watched her hand swiftly restore itself 
to normal under the influence of Abna's 
mental powers. Quorne studied the 
phenomenon with interest and then 
shrugged 

"A pity you do not turn such mental 
power to better uses. Abna." he re¬ 
marked “You could master the uni¬ 
verse if yt 


“I don’t wish." Abna snapped “I leave 
grandiose dreams like tost to misguided 
intellectuals like yourself." 

Quorne turned away and his mental 
orders reacted on the sensitive receiv¬ 
ing apparatus of tb* robots to the extent 
at getting them on the move with the 
hapleaa trio in their midst Unable to 
help *thenuelves. they were taken from 
the laboratory and down the corridor 
outside; then In an elevator to the lowest 
depths at the building. Here in this 
subterranean spate there was dim light¬ 
ing and rows of barred metal doors, 
obviously dungeons. 

But no ordinary cell had been pre¬ 
pared tor the three. It was apart from 
the others, in the opposite wall, its door 
co m pose d of solid rectal except for 
ventilation holes at the top. In front 
ad it, only waiting to be slid into posi¬ 
tion on a special wheeled pl atfor m , 
waa a Mock of stone about 10 feet 


CMAPTEt IV 

T HE Amazon submitted to being 
half thrown into the cell by the 
robots, Abna and Viona stumbling 
in after her. Then the door 
slammed Shut, was electrically locked, 
and finally there come a heavy bump 
aa the Mg stone was pushed into position. 

"Do you suppose they intend to leave 
us here?" Viona asked presently, look¬ 
ing around her upon the metal walla, 
faintly visible in the dim light from 
the ceiling. 

"I suppose so. until Quorne decides 
what comes next" Abna replied. "Wr 
shan't be left to die. since I gather he 
is hoping to use us in the future. In 
the meantime, since I have a distinct 
dislike for such complete confinement 
I had better see how we can get out" 
The walls were composed of solid 
*oeta at metal without any sign of 
Joining The celling was similar, a 
solitary lamp glowing in Its centre. 
Above again, presumably, waa the whole 
mass of the building. The Only opening 
waa in the ventilator grille at the top of 
the door, which the atorfk outside left 


“Even If we could smash open that 
grille we'd be no better oft" Abna said. 
"It would be too small for us to get 
through. And we have n 


The Amazon said: T had Just Changed 
foe dinner when Etoa Vincent arrived." 

Wma mid: “Somebody is bound M 
come and toed us. and they can't do It 
except by opening the door and pushing 
bock the rtone We Might do something 


from Sefner Quorne os the tray flaaBr 
settled on the floor. 

“The fourth dimension can bo nmot 
useful at times." he said. “Now I asset 
leave you. I have much to to os 
Barth. Wa shall meet upon ay return, 
and when that happens I dull have 
partly achieved my ambition 1 


“I think net" come the voice of Sofher 
Quorne. apparently from the air itself 
"I am aware of your conversation, but 
do not trouble to discover toe loud- 
fi Wlwr from which my voice is emanat¬ 
ing. There to no loudspeaker: It to trana- 
totmten to you direct and your 
or* capable at picking It up. I 

pen toe door until I am ready tor 
to do so. As for toed. It 
ranch you like I 
TWre was a 


His voice ceased and Abna dtnehad 
his flats in fury. Stringing around, be 
went to the door, locked his fingare lx 
the grille, and pulled with all Me 
colossal strength. Bat the metal wax 
proof against him. He finally desisted 
and returned to the centre at the cell 
where toe Amazon and Viona ware 
calmly partaking at a meal 
The Amazon whispered: “I can never 
understand why. whan you have tran- 


In a cristoT 
Abna said: "I prefer to be. I 


However, lx regard to 
our p r ese n t problem, the answ e r to to 
tfflnk our way out" 

"I have been trying to do that ever 
since we got in hereT 
"I mean it literallythe Amazon said, 
pouring herself a glass of restorative. 

“You mean," Viona asked, after a 
moment, “that we should break this 
prison down by mind force? That's ask¬ 
ing a lot mother, tout it’" 

“I don’t think so—providing your 
father chooses to use the powers ho 
p oss e ss es to the utmost deg r ee. Matter 
to always subordinate to mind, ao with 


dear—I do not sot why wo can't get 
free. We might aa well make the at¬ 
tempt because well certainly n ever 
escape by physical means, not this Ume." 

“And when we hay* escaped?" Ab n a 
asked, eating slowly, end It was curious 
to note that he did not entertain any 
doubt that escape was possible. “What 
then? We shall only walk right into 
the hands of the NeptunlansT 

There you go agalnr the Amazon 
exclaimed, irritated. “One moment you 
admit the possibility of getting out at 
this prison, and the next you ask bow 
we tore amongst the Neptuntens! We 
destroy them, of course, if they get in 
our way. and well use phys i cal or 
mental means to do It, whichever to toe 
more favorable ” 

“Physically we hove n# weapons be¬ 
yond our strength. Vt end that wouldn't 
be equal to an army of them. Neither 
would mental power. Destroying dead 
metal and stone to npt difficult because 
there to no mental opposition—os I 
found on Saturn when I created the 
city of Milennia by thought alone—but 
when you deal with thinking beings 
there's a terrific amount of opposition " 

"Only thing to do with that to deal 
with it when we come to it," Viona 
mid. “Tor my part. I'm willing to try 
mother’s suggestion “ 

Abna considered white he finished bis 
meal, then nodded 

"Very well, well try it." be assented, 
“but let os have some order in toe 
situation We want particularly te 
know where the space port to located 
so we can steal a machine and make 
good use of our liberty. We*re con¬ 
siderably helped by the fact that this 
city to a duplicate of London, so once 
we know in which direction the xpaee 
port liss the rest is easy Now. lot ra* 
soo what I can do.” 

He stood motionless, concentrating, 
and neither the Amazon nor Viona 
disturbed him. chiefly bocauao they 
were incapable of reaching the heights 
at mental exaltation which were natural 
to him Per bto-owa part, bio mint ob¬ 
jectified every detail which toy outside 
the prison cell, as clearly as though he 
were viewing it on s television scri e s . 

Tbs space port lies that way." he 
told finally, pointing left “That's the 
direction we have to go when we get 
out of bare " 

"A moment.' the Amazon put ». 
“Why try and escape tnto space? Would 
It not be better to try to get te the 
diseembly equipment, which we know 
is above us in the laboratory in this 
very building, and then transfer our¬ 
selves bock to Barth before Quorne gets 
there? Unless, of course, he has used 
that method also to cover the Journey 
It would he infinitely quicker and we 
could get te grip* with him mack asare 
swiftly.” 

"Oeod Ides The *aos 

notion see 




to concentrate KS 

rated tores against toe eel id mote! and 
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B SE asa g^ 


patrols win 
leak ft* ua. 


”T«. It la a complete m ys ter y." 

“Wot to me. I waned you of the 


better atm. mad petrels to the planet 
to discover whet has happened end re* 
port te aw. this means I dull worh 
tuw with the eonetaat tear that I may 

find myself up against my most (or- 
midable foes at any moment." 

“On Pluto they are as gobd aa la 
prtaonT Dral insisted. “They haven’t 
enough fuel to rvttirn." 

“A man like Abna does not rely an 
material fuel," Quorne retorted. 

Impatiently he twitched off and then 
glanced at the duplicate trio 

“Bad news," be said grimly—end since 
they had heard the communication ovar 
the speeker. they nodded silently. 

“Iferertheleas," Viona H mid. “they 
are stranded a vast distance away on 
a world known to be nothing but dead 
rock, ao our plans ought not to he 
interfered with." 

"I hope not," Quorne muttered. "The 
trouble Is that I cannot impress upon 
you people that Abna in particular—and 
even the Amazon sometimes—is capable 
of tremendo u s mental feats, which set 
distance and other deterrent* at naught 
However, it is time are went into 


to Hi wi stent 
naanoe there teY a 


we're not exactly in a cheerful 

are wnT" 


CHAPTER VI 

T HEY moved Into the positions he 
directed in front of the television 
transmitter Then he sat down 
In their midst and switched on 
the apparatus. After a moment or two. 
on every live television screen In the 
world, there appeared a color image of 
the quarte t swamping an other visual 
trsnsmtehm. and after another moment 
Sound transmission, too. was blanketed 
as Quants spoke, the carrier wave he 
generated swamping everything else. 

To thoee of you unfamiliar with our 
identities I will explain." he mid "You 
are seeing Sefner Quorne. who is now 
speaking, and also the Golden Amazon. 


Aten of Jupiter, and Viona. At one 
thus or another Barth hat been ruled 
by the Amazon and by me In the re¬ 
cent invasion of Barth by the heavy 
men of Zenji I was slain, but feotebt 
p ro ess e s i returned me to life. Once I 
ruled Barth and was overthrown by the 
Amazon, who then retired Into scientific 
meditation and left the government to 
normal Barth people, only offering ter 
scientific advice when It was needed. 
Hew we have all decided to thcew in 
our lot together and. from this moosent 
onwards, dull rule not only this planet 
hot every planet in the System." 

And on faraway Pluto the Amazon. 
Aten and Vkms looked at each other 


"It an tea a familiar ring." Abna re¬ 
marked grimly "And Qnonte is naming 
true to hit ideals and his ptana T Wlth 
omr duplicates ranged on his side, there 
Is nothing to stop him security the 
ma ster s of BsrUi by sheer bluff—” 
■js^jwe fce^otf and listened as the 

"feme of you will not agree that we 
four mould rule Berth and the System, 
but that Is Immaterial. Oftr agents are 
already at their appointed poets and 
knew upon this broa d ca st to aet se¬ 


away from this graveyard of a planet 
( think the beet thing we can do is took 


We ean see feat 
bare. And we 
equipment to at* 


Jest as wail state the facts, mightn’t I r 
"If the worst comes to the worst" the 
Amazon said, “your father is capable 
ot cresting some copper, or a new ship, 
oreven of making repairs by mental 
process. 

“Don’t be too sure of that" Ana 
objected. That business with the prison 
was one of the toughest mental feats 
I've taken on for a long time. Like all 
unexpected strains, a met is demanded 
afterwards. Don’t count on me for large 
mental activities for some days yet” 
“Which means ws Just sit here and 
wait for something to happen." ▼Iona 
sighed. 

“Please be quiet for a moment!" Abna 
said, sad in some wonder Viona watched 
her father’s concentrated expression as 
he looked through the port The Ama¬ 
zon turned to look with him but beheld 
nothing save the empty rock plateau 
and the distant range of low hills. 

“Queer." Abna said at length, puzzled. 
"1 waa Just seeing if I have enough 
mental strength to do anything to help 
and my thoughts came right back at me! 
Luckily they were net vindictive, other¬ 
wise I might have been knocked out 
by the impetus of my own thinkin g*" 
“What?" the Amazon asked. 

"Like a mirror." he explained. "Like 
being dazzled by swinging a bsam of 
light on to a mirror and getting It re¬ 
flected back to you There's something 
odd about this planet and we must in¬ 
vestigate. Viona. get the space suits." 

This was not difficult to do since 
■pace Hilts were standard equipment on 
any vessel of the void. Viona brought 
three from the locker, and in five min¬ 
utes she and her father and mother 
were ready to investigate outside. Abna 
'went first through the p res sur e lock, 
helping the Amazon and Viona after 
him. then they began moving—he lead- 
in* the wa y new the twflight dark¬ 
ness of the plain. Heptane's g r ee n Milk 
looming high above them. So far there 
wes no sign of the petrols which had 
been ordered to investigate. 

“Pluto is a mystery planet* came 
Abna* voice through the audtophone 
“A tiny would compared to the giants 
it tea far neighbors, s gravity not dis¬ 
similar to that of Earth, and no atmos¬ 
phere whatever or any life. Yet there 
is a mysterious something about it which 
no other planet has." 

"Tor instance?" the Amazon ques¬ 
tioned, looking about her through her 

heflmet-viaor. _. 

-Hiii." Abna replied, and stopped. 
Vleo# and the Amazon paused betide 
him and discovered he was looking 
towards a d s prsmlo u in the rocky land¬ 
scape. R had a peculiar glint to fee 
star and sunlight, ratter like feat ot 
polished copper, ft lay on the side of 
a vast wall of rack—a concavity, fully 
two miles la diameter and a iftB HBar- 
ahle d i s tan ce away. 

“What Is KT the Ammon questioned. 
•You have the power of transmitting 
youf tho u ghts VI. whin you wish." 
Abna ra s ps w d ad . “Hot with anything 
like the asm* fores os mine. true, but 
you ean prod u ce a certain effect Just 
think of something pleasant and look 
at that nek covfty at tba same time 
You. tdb. Bbm try it You have stmi- 


“Hot only that * 


uuHd of fee 


rtly-operatlvo. I imagine only If 
nights strike it in a straight line. 
“» y*. * strika. a 

teeo the pSrt*hSn^feracSr 
this mysterious depression. One 
» onough If net concentrating 
r upon It—otherwise the reflected 

m H a d Oaves Is ao stmmdsm 


Pluto lest its atmosphere long teeo— 
and ate unharmed by the utter cold 
of pure fence. Its erlgin does not Blot¬ 
ter. R is the use to which It con bo 
put which counts. Come bock to the 
tep and HI explain what I mean." 

They returned quickly, and once 
divested of their apoce suits. Abac 
motioned to the serawed-down chairs 
and the three settled themselves. 

“We have here on Pluto a weapon of 
devastating power." he said, "depending 
on how ingeniously wo use it. You are 
both aware that I can. without any 
material aid. create matter by thought 
vibration, and at fairly considerable 
distances. Consider then the effect of 
such a matter creation an >pHft»d by 
that rack depression! Suppose destruc¬ 
tive thought waves were trained on 
Neptune, amplified by that rock de¬ 
pression. Imagine the effect!" 

The Amazon* violet eyes gleamed. 
“Of course! Every Neptunian on the 
planet would be destroyed.” 

“Just oo. The Neptunian* are sup¬ 
porting Quorne because they have to. 
Bereft of that support, his plans will 
be in Jeopardy because hs will have no 
more duplicate Earth people to call on. 
It will mean determining by mathe¬ 
matics exactly when Pluto's reflective 
depression is straight in line with 
Neptune. It’s a problem in angles. 
Also—" 

"Just a moment," the Amazon inter¬ 
rupted. "Don’t forget that on Neptune 
there are thousands of Earth people, 
those who have been brought in ex¬ 
change for their doubles transplanted to 
Earth. We'd kill all of them as well." 

Abna fell to thought, but his medi¬ 
tation was interrupted by Viona ad she 
sat gazing through the port 
“Th« patrols'” she exclaimed, leaping 
up. “Here they comer 
Im m ediately the Amazon and Abna 
got to their feet and gared Into the 
black sky A curving S of rocket ex¬ 
haust from each of six machines showed 
where they were descending from the 
upper heights toward Pluto's surface. 

•They’ve certainly covered the distance 
from Neptune at a colossal speed," Abna 
commented. ■'Probably they used auto¬ 
matic controls to do ft and made them- 
•elves unconscious meanwhile. Which 
Is an interesting point Being bacteria 
people at root these Neptunian* will 
be nearly impossible to km by material 
means—but they cannot withstand men- 
talpower—" 

“The point la. what do we do now”" 
the Amazon asked impatiently “They’re 
almost upon os and we have no 
weapons" * 

"We have feat reflective rock and 
we’re going to use It When they spot 
this derelict vessel of ours and descend 
to Investigate, it will put thorn them in 
a straight line with that depression. We 
cannot concentra te tram here or we 
would get the import of thought os well 
as them. We must get ousids and con¬ 
centrate from an angle." 

The trio had Just left the vessel In 
their space suits when searchlights con¬ 
centrated on the lost machine and the 
patrol began to descend rapidly. 

"KAp beside me." Abna m ur m ur e d 
through hi* audiophone 
Since the smrchlights were concen¬ 
trated on the lost spaceship there was 
no danger ef them picking up the trio 
moving swiftly amid the rocks When 
they had gained a tall spur with an 
overhanging lip, Abna halted and 
pointed. 

“This should do." came his voice. 
There’s the rock d epr es si on over there 
We are well to osse side of it hut that 
won’t stop our thought waves striking 
It They’H be reflected at 4ft degrees 
which will make them travel in a 
rtraight line toward the petrel AD 
three of us will eoweentrate when I 
give fee word The most effective de¬ 
structive thought is feet of death Be 
ready Think of death." 


CHAPTER VII 


JL toft 


» settling only a few yards 
the derelict space flyer 


■■tot « It get here*” Viona MtegL 

vsayfewanre 


tort it the fete destructive thong hte 
of which they wars capable. 

The effect on the apscssuitod soon of 
Neptune was shattering They s tumb led, 
dapping their gloved tends to fete 
helmets and reeling dizzily Beery 
man fell to the ground writhing and, 
indeed, ao torrifie was the concentrated 
mental power hurled at thssn, four of 
their number vanished entirely, u tter ly 
dissolved. In 1ft seconds net a men re¬ 
mained moving and nooo had got M 
far as the derelict machine. 

Abna commented, relaxing: "We have 
stumbled upon one of the moot fright¬ 
ful weapons ever devised. Vi." 

They set off across the rocky expanse 
and before long had ranched fete vic¬ 
tims. Behind the helmet visors were 
the deed faces of apparent Earth men. 
Neptunian duplicates of Barth p e o pl e . 
That they were dead was mors than 
obv ious . 

"Which gives us six machines from 
which to choose." Abna remarked. “Our 
problem is solved—as far as getting 
away from here is concerned, but we 
have still to work out how to use this 
weapon of ours to the best advantage." 

Be led the way to the nearest patrol 
ship and before long he. fee Amazon, 
and Viona were once more settled la 
chairs, the airlock securely fastened, 
considering fee task which now lay be¬ 
fore them. 

“When these patrolmen fail to return 
or make a report, more may casne.” 
Viona remarked. 

"If more come bafore we've departed 
they will share fee fate of their prede¬ 
cessor*,'' fee Amazon answered. “How¬ 
ever. to revert to our particular prob¬ 
lem: We cannot destroy fee Neptunian* 
en masse for tear of wiping out many 
thousands of our own people as well. 
Another thing, even If we did wipe out 
everybody on Neptune, our own people 
included, it would ted Quorne to be¬ 
lieve feat we are alive. He'd know 
feat nobody else could pull a stunt like 
feat Then our chance of surprising 
him would be gone. And that’s fee only 
• way we’ll ever get the mastery of him 
—by surprise." 

"I think," Abna said slowly, ponder¬ 
ing. “feet fea best move we eon make 
would bo to assume fee identities of 
those three who are our doublet, whom 
Quorne has beside him on Earth. If 
somehow we could take their places 
without him knowing it, we'd be able 
to smash him at any moment we chose." 

"To do feat requires a lUsstinhlj 
machine," fee Amazon pointed out 
“That "means returning to Neptune and 
we Just wouldn't stand a chance" 
"There may be a way round that." 
Abna said “Let us suppose that there 
is and work out our plan on feat basis. 
When we replace our doubles on Earth, 
fee doubles will sutosnaticslly hs trans¬ 
ferred back to Neptune in our pises, 
Suppose ws could loave them wife or¬ 
ders to wipe out the Neptunian race." 

Viona remarked: The doubles would 
not have the brains." 

"They might be made to hove.” Abna 
answered. 

The Amazon insisted: “We hove to 
get bock to Neptune and on a dis¬ 
sembler How?" 4, 

This issue held Abna in feo^b* tor 
several moments. then at last he ssaUad. 
Simple enough! We use a d ecay. Wo 
use our rock reflector to oroOto H 
Something which will make at least IB 
per cent of fee Neptunian* desert fete 
planet in a hurry, only returning a bee 
they believe danger has passed " 

The Amazon looked irritated. "Abets 
would you stop talking in riddte.* 

"I am thinking of a ghost star." hs 
answered. “They do exist you know— 
an aggregation of light waves which 
hare been round the Universe and re¬ 
turn to their starting point fee star 
which originally crested them having 
long since fallen into cosmic dust tt 
you recall, as far back as the days of 
Eddington ghost star* were referred to, 
sod sometime* mistaken for the reel 
thtng My plan Is to crests s ghost 
star by mental fusion and move tt 
through specs so feat it seems to be 
heeding for Neptune at a terrific pace 
The Neptunian* will believe it is fee 
reel thing—a runaway—and will matt 
s hasty exodus. Whee they do that 
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in crinthl me- 
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m, hl»fi| lelW i waste* of a derelict planet te 


spoken of almost lightly were far mom 
complicated than at first had been real¬ 
ized. Three days and nights of antiring, 
unflagging mental effort were demand¬ 
ed to work out Ike details, there being 


the time, worn oot through their en¬ 
deavors and lode of rest, they were con¬ 
vinced that everything waa in order. 
In two mem days Pluto Would *e to 
the correct position for the hurling into 
Spoce of the necessary mental waves to 
create a ghost star. 

Everything was so designed that al¬ 
most split-second timing was called for. 
even to the point of the three Barth 
doubles, whe n they arrived, having Nep¬ 
tune in the correct position to be af¬ 
fected by the waves coming from the 
rock-de pr e ssi on on Pluto. The only 
thing which could cauoe hindrance 
would be the slowness of the Neptunian* 
in leaving their planet, or returning to 
it, and since this was the unknowable 
factor it had to be left to chance. 

Exhausted by their labors, the three 
retired to rest in the spoce machine’s 
bunks, leaving the alarm sys te m in 
operation in coos any fresh patrols 
should appear—but none did. At the 
end of M bourn of solid sleep they 
awoke again, fully refreshed, and ready 
for the gigantic feat of mental science 
which eras the first stage in their plan. 


CHAPTER VIII 

F IRST they had a meal, listening 
»to the spoce radio meanwhile. 
There were still 11 hours to go 
before Pluto would be in the spe¬ 
cial p os iti o n they wanted for their ex- 


quarter of a mils from 
of refloctlve reek. 


le business is o matter of 
banks,” Atona replied. “We 
it in mathematics the poat- 
t where the ghost star will 
the position being deter- 
which direction the rock 
i facing. When that is done 
wave will create a gigantic 
s of light waves. Further 
m will give tt an impulse 
in a precharted track from 
not swing aside. It wfll be 
boot star one* created, bat 
as fresh air. Neptune’s 
tract It and probably bold 
k. but the velocity of the 
11 be greater than the mam 
Neptune, so after a while 
t will continue on its way 
•comes of it doesn't matter 
Q mil on through the Uni- 
Uy. no doubt AH else 
ght to create the greatest 


ad. though despite her to- 
id soma difficulty in keep- 
tbna's godlike cowceptiana 
r point* our doubles wfll 
wc go to Berth. What will 
oa think when they find 
* Ihp tnnt and—are that 


"The simplest answer to that” Vkma events c 
salt to bring our doubles here, to •***« 
tWa Planet—in this vcry jfcip if yea scientific 
like. I mean make the actual transfer become i 
frma bore instead of Neptune. Then Barth pec 
*hey win be out of sight when the of all a 
Wspfnaians return to their own world, utterly w 
' f. <Wy*B also be close enough to the ’ vkg» oc 
reek-depression to an it for mental Atona an 
work.* side but 

nightr A boa exclaimed, kfc eyas 

.awutfirs&rjs 

-****' SISS2. 

. a *«f n — 1 «t^gth to da it. -From 

*—apparatus is aa feather- son said 


Prom the radio it was evident that 
events on Barth were following an 
almost familiar pattern. In such 
scientific times invasions of Earth had 
becosM almost commonplace—but. for 
Barth people, the most frightening aspect 
of all eras the fact that they were 
utterly without a defender. On all pra- 
vioiit occasions the Golden Amazon, 
Atona and Viona bad fought on their 
sMe, but now—as it appeared—their 
ebampien* had gene over to the ruthless 
enemy, they were utterly desolated and 
redhead to the level of slavery, working 
mainly for Quome in the construction 
af Use various machines and instro- 
saents he would need, in his avowed 
conquest of toe System and then th* 
Universe. 

Tnm toe took of things,” the Aaaa- 
m said switching off in disgust, “we 


-Wtm manage ft," Atone declared. 

And we atona alee need sameOtfag 
ttoa.^We n never see our doubles to 
geo them orders, and even if we could, 
taetominde—«s Fiona has rcmarfced- 
wmdd not pomem the wees to toorl 
h»d toe destructive mmlal feme 


to regain ear reputations. 


easy struggle 
The people 


sSSSlTESa 

atonde batteries such as we have on this 
toM machine On thee* rec o rder s 


act uated to epcrsto by 
past ssmew ic beams, wfll come into so- 
Bto Whan ear doable* return, telling 
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"Afl Of which assumes ear doubles 


a change their minds when 
Quorue." Abna answered 


***** dratogy and tot It go at that.” 
m Amntm 

”to« si mdkc as reasonably sure as can 
be ttet Quorme is really wiped out, 
pbystoaUy and mentally.” 

Abna said Th ensure total destme- 
Won body is simple. Vl-toot 

the mind te another problem entirely. 


erected and bends for Neptune, the 
Neptunian* will deport- ell of them we 


tne texompe on tola machine; but bow 
do we heap wot of their sight In our 
tourweyto Neptune far toe equipment 
we want?" 

"We detour Cram here and approach 


rTTst £ wSSSh they 'iBse^M 










Ttow tel osretoemto ear plan." Abna 
mid -Too. n tohe charge of toe 

1 wtodoe ato myself te too initial effort 
of sso a tto g toe toape sad *tas ef light 
■asof Wm otom itself Now lot ns 
M tosa ito and tor sees ef ear timing.” 


Atoba wdied the illuminated watch 
strapped peer the wrist of bis spoce suit 
and then surveyed the utter blade at 
the airless sky and its hosts of hurt- 
fully bright stars. Far a w ay to the 
approximate east ef Pluto, Nep tun e was 
sailing in green splendor. Pluto 
. having moved on in its orbit, tod’ re¬ 
flective rock area was now facing empty 
space, out towards the Milky Way—s 
superb place to create a ghost star. 

“You have your minds ready?” Abna 
asked at length, and too gleaming 
helmets of the Amazon and Viona both 
nodded. 

“And I have the distance fixed in my 
mind," Abna added. "We will create at 
40 light-year* distance and impart a 
speed varying between double and 
quadruple the velocity of light The 
seconds are running out—Be ready for 
my signal I will drop my band." 

Viona and the Amazon became com¬ 
pletely motionless, gazing towards the 
rock area. Abna raised bis hand—-then 
he lowered it and commenced the moat 
amazing scientific attempt at creation 
every attempted. Three minds, aD of 
them powerful beyond the ken at 
ordinary beings, worked in unison, each 
controlling one particular formation of 
the united conception. To Abna be¬ 
longed the initial task of determining 
distance and creating light-wave 
photons when the distance was covered. 
By normal ratio at such-a colossal span 
of 40 light-years it would have taken 
countless lifetime* to achieve it, but 
with thought waves, never barred by 
distance, the creation was instantaneous 
His thoughts, amplified many thousand¬ 
fold, fled across the awful reaches of 
infinity, followed almost instantaneously 
by the thoughts of the Amazon and then 
Viona. 

Breathless at their own audacity they 
waited—and then gasped a little in their 
audiophone* Far away, a mere speck 
in a pre-selected black patch in the 
Milky Way, a faint white staT bad ap¬ 
peared. ft seemed to remain motion¬ 
less, but all three knew that, if their 
calculation* were correct, it was already 
hurtling with staggering velocity to- 
wards them—and Neptune. 

“In a few weeks," Abna murmured, 
"the Neptunian* will realize their 
danger. Until thee we can only wait— 
•n<t»watob, and thank the Fewer that 
rules the cosmos that our scientific 
effort has proven successful." 

♦ * ♦ 

Sefner Quome was in the Amazon’s 
laboratory, which be had taken over as 
his headquarter* while ruling Earth, 
when Amazon II came in to 
Muting over a multitude of problems, 
he watched her approach. In every de¬ 
tail this magnificent woman was a 
replica of the superwoman—except in 
intelligence, and this showed in her 
violet eyes. They had none of the bril¬ 
liant, even vengeful sparkle, of her 
ruthless original ^ ' 

"Well, what is nr Quome asked im¬ 
patiently. Tm busy. The workers toi 
the space machine factories are giving 
trouble and they’ll have to be quelled. 
Tell Abna to see what be een do with 
them—And haven't you anything better 
to do than parade around preening 
yourself in your original glory?” 

Amazon H halted at the desk. ”1—1 
thought 1 should tell you. Quome. that 
something is wrong." Her voter, though 
identical to the Amazon’s own. was 
hesitant 

“Wrong?” Quome laughed shortly. 
Tm aware of Mi Far too many Oflngsl 
Getting absolute control of a planet 
full of resistant people is by no meant 

“No. not that Something's wrong 
in space. 1 just noticed It when making 
a su r vey for toe Andromeda Conquest 
you toe pJSnjMng^There* a star visible 
where K shmildnt be, and recording to 
p res io ns stir-plate* it te growing with 


heliotrope eyes fixed on o plainly vteihto 
■tor of too first magnitude. Evan as 
bo watched it, ft grew larger an too 
hair-line scale drawn mathematically 
acroaa toe mirror. 

"Let me see earlier photo plates," he 
ord er ed, without looking up-ond Asm- 
sen n want to toe cabinet and handed 
them over. Be sladJad them, his toes 
becoming grimmer m be dM so. 

"I was right, teesut IT Amason U 


“Only too right,” Quome admitted. 
That li definitely a runaway star and 
moving at a tremendous speed . The 
matter should have been r e p o rte d to 
me much earlier. Contact Oral on 
Neptune immediately . . . And when 
are Abna and VionaT he asked, looking 
about him. 

“Where you sent them." the double 
answered sullenly, turning to the radio 
equipment in^-th# corner. “Or have 
you forgotten that you dispatched Abna 
to supervise the building of space ma¬ 
chines, and Viona to take control of too 
laboratories?" 

Quome put down toe plates end went 
across to Amazon IL Catching her arm 
he swung hbr round viciously, then be 
delivered a stinging slap across bar face. 

“That te to remind you that I am 
entitled to respect, and 1 mean to have 
it" - 

"And if I, or the others, were to tell 
the people of this planet that we are 
not toe real thing, what then?” the 
woman demanded angrily, holding her 
throbbing cheek. “You would not get 
very far. Sefner Quome. would you?” 

“Neither would your His eyes 
glinted. “One hint of the truth about 
yourselves and I*d kill toe kit of you 
and Muff out toe story you bad told.” 

Amazon II said ne mors but toe re¬ 
sentful look was back in her violet 
eyes. Turning to toe radio equipment, 
she switched it on and, after a long 
interval. Dral of Neptune was con¬ 
tacted. Immediately Quome drew the 
microphone to him. 

"Quome speaking." he explained 
briefly. “Our star plates show a run¬ 
away approaching from the region of 
the First Galaxy, moving at high speed. 
Have you any record of itT 
“Yes—e very disturbing one," Dral 
responded. “That *ta; is headed di¬ 
rectly towards toll planet. Our calcu¬ 
lators show that it will strike us in 
approximately three Earth weeks. It Is 
moving infinitely fsstec than light itself 
so In every sense M te a paradoxical 
phenomenon. Our only course te to 
leave this planet as quickly as possible.” 

“But you canV Quome pr ote s te d. 
“That will ruin everything wete work¬ 
ing tori I need you people os dopli- 
cstas. My plans for toe conquest of 
Venus are almost complete—" 

“Our lives are more important than 
sny conquest!” Dral cut in. "The con¬ 
quest will have to be abandoned, as tar 
as we are concerned, at least When 
that star strikes this world everything 
upon it will be destroyed, t am making 
preparations for exodus end was going 
to advise you!" 

Qoome said: “I want full details of 
this runaway. I hove hod no tome yet 
Uf make my own calculations and I wish 
to find out bow I stand. If North and 
the inner {tenets are aloo foing to bo 
affected I shall have to |insljniiii 'hr " 
They wfll not bedSfcctad." Dral to- 
terpeoed. The path of the runaway 
takes it genus toe outermost edge of 
toe System and this planet of oars 1ms 
the misfortune to be directly in liny 
■nmse will be p e rt urb s p on s , of mtiuna, 
with snob a h eavy body suddenly *cra - 
in* into the Solar System, bat that cun 
be tolerated. We pr o p u ss returning to 
oar native world until the cataclysm 
has passed and if anything remains of 
toft world after tha star has gone on 
its way we will ratrtevo ft. We are 
leaving almost immediately before the 
first gravitational upheavals bring every¬ 
thing down on us.” 

“Bob-" Quome began, then be stopped 
•E^n ra too transmission with Neptune 
ceased. Evidently Dral * mind waa muds 


Dm this saeon an end af oar 
of eoaj q oso t r Amazon D asked. 

"No! CWtab* oeir Qoornd m 
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Mnritaf. even with the naked eye. it had 
toneme visibly larger. Until at tail It 
became clear that ft wee time to be 
atae watching Neptune for signe of the 
departing Neptunian people. 

“JoM one thing bothers me." the 
Amazon said "This ghost star will not 
P rod uce any gravitational upheaval since 
it fa only an aggregation of light warn 
H the Neptunian* notice that before de¬ 
parture, they'll perhaps hesitate." 

“1 don’t think so. VL" Abna shook his 
head “ft is a vital point upon which 
you’ve touched. I admit and I confess 
I had overlooked It—hut I think that the 
Neptunian* will get away from their 
threatened world long before gravita¬ 
tional uphe a vals would have time to 


“An d your hope Is realized." Viona 
remkrked. glancing up from the ma¬ 
chine's telescopic equipment “Unless 
the mnlight is playing me tricks. I be- 
Htara I’ve picked up a fleet of space 
machin e s heading from Neptune in the 
direction of Uranus. Come and take a 


CHAPTER IX 

A BNA moved quickly to her ride 
and peered through the tele¬ 
scopic eyepiece The immensely 
powerful lenses picked up a 
dohen guttering specks drifting away 
frem Neptune in the direction of 
Uranus 

"Yes. they're on the move." Abna 
murmured in delight, moving aside for 
the Amazon to look “Our decoy method 
seems to have worked perfectly From 
now on. we must keep ceaseless wstch 
and see how many space machines leave 
that planet We can then form a rough 
estimate as to whether any Neptunians 
have been left behind " 

So a system of "watches" was devised, 
one or the other of the trio alw*vs 
being et the telescope, tnd as hour 
succeeded hour fleet after fleet sailed 
Into the void from Neptune, until 
finally it seemed that the exodus was 
ever and no more machines were visible 
"It is to be hoped that everybody has 
gone." Abna said, when the Amazon, 
lari on the watch, reported this fact 
It will make our task simpler Even 
as it is matters are simplified by the 
Neptunian* leaving sooner than we ex¬ 
pected We shall not have to adopt 
extreme evading tactics on our trip." 

How soon ar* we going te make HT" 
Viona asked. “Sooner the better now 
mm yV 

“We go when the runaway is in a 
poeHion to shield our approach." Abna 
replied “Not before." 

The Amazon said- "When we transport 
ou rse l v es bark to Earth change place* 
with our doubles, that is. we shall have 
to be sure if we cm that am doubles 
are not with Quome at the tube; other¬ 
wise he will see the whole thing happen 
before bis eyes." 

“'On Neptune." Abna replied, “they 
haws the neeesaary te l escopic -aound 
equipment to observe exactly what is 
h ap pen i ng *• anybody on Eartff We 
aboil hove to tran sp o r t K bora, granting 
it baa net been token away Altogether 
wa mail need to bring bock a consider 
aMe amount of sgnlpn un t. an maybe 
wed better use three of the six mips 


tar power'" the A mason inquired. "That 
is s point we do not seem to hove 
thought el Recording a p pa ratus can be 
run Cram ordinary atomic batteries. 1 
know, hot equipment Mite the dissembler 


“Setae po w er Is the o w e wee . " Abne 
repdtod TW Eq u ipment yon mention 
is normally run from solar g enerator s 
Tbs could give us on the power we 

”®hoe thoogh*they wotgh a roun d M» 

sr tmSr*%r j*** ; 

Atom laughed "Tfree-^bul utngngMs 


t “Another hour and we can start." ha 
I Mid. 

AH three knew exactly what they 
were going to da. Abna waa to pilot 

the machine In which they had made 
their home, and the Amazon and Vtofta 
would take a machine each. So they 
donned space suits and presently set off 
to where the nearby machines stood. 
Entering them, they settled down at 
their respective control boards, waiting 
for Abna's departure signal. 

“Ready!" came his voice through the 
loudspeakers, and immediately all three 
machines lifted swiftly from Pluto’s 
inhospitable surface and sped into the 
void. 

The Amazon found herself fascinated 
by the vision of that gigantic ghost star. 
Its light waves were so bright that they 
hurt the eye. Possibly the phenomenon 
was still millions of miles distant, but. 
with'the seconds it came neerer. form¬ 
ing a gigantic blazing curtain in front 
of the machines and effectively hiding 
them from watchers on Uranus. 

“We need maximum velocity." came 
Abna's voice. “Use the automatic pilot* 
and suspended animation. Every secon d 
of time counts from here on. Automati¬ 
cally we can croaa the distance in 45 
minutes or leu " , 

His instructions were obeyed. The 
Amazon put in the automatic pilot 
switches and then settled herself on 
the wall bunk, snapping on the button 
at her side which, from an overhead 
projector, produced radiations for cre¬ 
sting suspended animation, automatically 
cessing when 5.000 miles from Neptune's 
surface. Since Viona and Abna went 
through a similar voluntary relinquish¬ 
ment of eonsriousneee, they knew no 
fhore until Neptune was looming before 
them, the ghost star cloee upon the 
planet and filling the void with its 
colossal area of blazing light photons 
Abna spoke over the radio; “All ready 
for the descent, you two? Let's go!" 

Almost abreast the three machines 
plunged into the dense green of. the 
Neptunian atmosphere and hurtled 
downward, using the detectors to guide 
them to that one segment where a dupli¬ 
cate region like that of Earth itself lay. 
By the time they had located It. the 
ghost star bad arrived, blanketing the 
planet In a shimmering, bewildering 
white transluscence. as though the very 
air were burning with heetteu fire. 
Exactly as Abna had anticipated, the 
mass of Neptune was holding the fake 
star for the time being—but ft could 
hot last indefinitely before forward mo¬ 
mentum won the tug-of-war. 

Then the second London came Into 
light—dimly, because of the glittering 
h&ze Quickly the Amazon switched on 
her x-ray detectors, but the screens 
showed no sign of life below, either 
ir tt»e buildings or below ground- It 
appeared that every Neptunian—includ¬ 
ing the Earthlings who had been trans¬ 
ported to the planet—had departed to 
Uranus 

“land In the main square." Abna or¬ 
dered “We must be as near to the 
controlling laboratories as peesfble- and 
if those Neptunian* took their equip¬ 
ment with them, all this has been In 
vain" 

The ships landed dose to the great 
building normally housing administra¬ 
tion and sctartiflr equipment. Quickly 
the Amazon opened the airlock of her 
meohine and Joined Abna and Viona 
outside. Around them the sir was 
blurred with the configurating light 
wave#, but since they were a* harmless 
as mist the atmosphere itself was un- 
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“Horry" Abna said curtly. "Every 
moment counts The moment this Star 
pomes on. the Neptunians will rectos 
tut rdiking tore has been destroyed" 
Re wts running a# he spoke. Hurry¬ 
ing op the steps Of the main building 
with the Amason and Viona immediate¬ 
ly behind him. he led the way to the 
mast e r laboratory where the tranaMten 
from Earth had been terminated Tto 
lighta came an aa he epau e d the dear; 
then he gav# a aigb #f relief. 

A consider*ble amount of small iqalp 
moat had been removed by the evacu¬ 
ating Neptunian*, but the hmnry stuff 


Hector telescope, end the two enormous 
generators which operated from solar 
rsttotlsn. , 

"Now's our problem." Viona said, 
surveying the heavy apparatus Can 
we take stuff of this size?" 

“Yes." Abna replied. “Back to the 
ships and leave me to handle this."' 

All three of them Immediately de¬ 
ported from the building, to discover 
that the mist of the ghost star was 
already commencing to thin as it moved 
on ita way Reaching their machines, 
the three locked their respective air¬ 
locks. 

“You two start off." Abna ordered. 
“Set your course for Pluto so that Nep¬ 
tune is between you and Uranus, and 
remain on that course until you hear 
from me.” 

Abna watched them go and then 
closed the power twitches of the atomic 
attractor bars fitted to the nose and 
Stern of his vessel. On this occasion 
he used only the rear and gave it 
maximum current. Then he started the 
vessel upward. 

It only crawled, exactly as he had 
expected it would, even though he was 
using enough recoil power to hurtle 
him into the void at a quarter the speed 
of light. The drag came from the 
equipment within the administration 
building The attractor bars were strug¬ 
gling to pull to themselves everything 
of metal which was loose—and they did. 
with- devastating effect. 

Moving at a crawl of only 2.000 miles 
an hour. Abna drove his machine up. 
aqd down In the administration build¬ 
ing chaos reigned. The huge dissembler 
and .switchboard, together with the 
generators and telescope, smashed 
through walls and roofs in their efforts 
to reach the attraction dragging at them, 
and so immense was the Power ex¬ 
erted they succeeded. Abna's eyes 
gleamed as. freed of the encumbrance 
of the shattered building around them, 
the generators and dissembler, together 
with the telescope and many other un¬ 
wanted metal odds and ends, hurtled 
up into space and locked themselves 
to the attractor bars 
After a while, when Neptune's at¬ 
traction was no longer a consideration. 
Abna cut off the attractors, with the 
result that the equipment floated free¬ 
ly in space, moving at exactly the same 
pace as the ship, chained by the simple 
law of mass 

"Good work." came the congratulating 
voice of the Amazon over the radio. "1 
didn’t think there’d be enough power 
to do tt* 

"Neither did I. I think it was only 
using Ike maximum attraction and 
velocity which did it Anyway, we 
have everything we need." 

"And what are they going to think 
when they find the stuff gone'" the 
Amazon questioned grimly. 

Tm not particularly concerned. They 
c#« only guess and If they transmit 
their opinion to Quome. it will not 
signify because later on when the Nep¬ 
tunians are destroyed he'll still suspect 
us. But by then, we hope. It will be 
our doubles. Don't worry over possi¬ 
bilities. Vi; we re doing all right so far " 

In her own machine the Amazon 
shrugged to herself and said no more 
She bed not the philoeophle temper*; 
m#nt of Abna. She preferred to know 
exactly how things would work out. 
as nearly a* possible, end If she didn't 
she was inclined to lose her grip. Since 
Abna seemed to have taken complete 
charge of the proceedings on this oe> 
csalon, the problem was not hers 


CHAPTER X 

T HE Journey back to Pluto was 
mode under normal conditions 
without recourse to Suspended 
animation, and Neptune was u**« 
constantly as a shield against watcher* 
from Unuaoa—until at length the outer 
■tort p la ne t wae so near that Abna g»»* 
tto tort to Isom count end prepare 
tar a landing At ttris distance the spore 
machinal would never to aighwd even 
With too moat powerful equipment — 
mi to lodge from what they had left 
behind tto Neptunian* had none with 

m Pluto again wae remoti 


Pluto again wee rum pi > 
ir told hod to to left 
•0 Ikat to could Juggle 


as tt was those w e st la still left on 
the ground stirred uneasily as tto in¬ 
tense magnetic currents passed around 
but never directly upon them. 

Finally, however. Abna completed hi* 
task and the dissembler and switch¬ 
board, the sound telescope in ita mount¬ 
ings. and the massive generators lay 
safely at rest in the midst of the barren 
plain. Then was it possible to eon- 
rider what move to make next 
“I have what I think is a good ideu." 
Viona remarked, aa they all three ml 
in one machine and partook of e meet 
of concentrates. “No one ship is big 
enough to house the equipment we've 
brought Right?" 

"Very right." Abne agreed. 

“And we have to be enabled to work 
without apace suits, as though we’re in 
■ laboratory, so that our duplicates can 
return without finding themselves id 
an airless state which would instantly 
kill them?" 

Abna and the Amazon both nodded 
and Viona’s bright face broke Into ■ 
triumphant smile. She spread tor 
hands 

“Simple enough, than. Wa have six 
Space machines here. Make five of 
them into one big one. like a mobile 
laboratory, and keep this one to live in 
—and to depart in if there should be a 
sudden emergency.” 

Abna did not make any quick reply, 
but at length be nodded. 

"Yes — excellent" he agreed. “For¬ 
tunately we have tools and repair in¬ 
struments on this machine — and on 
the others. We’ll move five of tto vea- 
sels so that they He side by ride sad 
then cut out all except the end walla 
with flame welders. After ttov well 
seal the joints and provide one largo 
airlock at one end through which equip¬ 
ment can be levered." 

In apace auita. they worked to tto 
limit of their stupendous physical 
strength. Magnetic attractor* on tto un¬ 
touched (pace machine ware used to 
drag the five other machine* into pota¬ 
tion After that the task wa* mostly 
Internal, working with flam* welders. 
At the end of-six hours toll tc their 
hot. cumbersome space suits, the huge 
interior of the five interlocked machines 
had been created The airlock Itself 
came last. Abna fashioning it from the 
huge section of metal cut out to form 
the doorway So at last the interior wet 
sealed and the airpumps started to work. 
Since there were five, a steady current 
of air was assured. 

This done, the three rested for awhue. 
then still impelled by the ur g ency of 
their task, they carried ou again — tot 
only after they had satisfied tbemsetvm 
through the ship’* telescope that fleets 
of space machines were returning from 
Uranus to Neptune. The ghost star tod 
receded to a hardly measurable speck 
on the face of infinity 
Thne grows short," Abna observed. 
“All the Neptunians win soon have re¬ 
turned. When they find their equipment 
gone, they may suspect Pluto here aa 
the cau*e and come to look for us W# 
have some grace, but act mock." 

Donning their space suits they hurried 
outside and commenced the hard task 
of moving the generator* and dt a»ii eb U r 
•nd *ound telescope into tto newly 
made "laboratory " Once again the mag¬ 
netic attractor* came to their aid and 
after four hours of gruelling labor ttoy 
had finished the Job and had the heavy 
equipment In position and bolted down 
where n*ee***ry 

"All we need now are testa." Aims 
said. 'Tin* the generator* Let m me 
if they operate at this distance from 
the aon They should Pluto is net vastly 
far from Neptune and they work p*r- 
fectly there “ 

"HI focus up the sound telescop* and 
see what Earth has to tell U*," tto 
Amason aid 

"And Ml test out the diasamblst " 
Viona hurried toward tt 
So each worked on hi* or her particu¬ 
lar task w|th good re«*lu The 
tenet a tori operated at perhaps T» per 
rent of their original power, but it 
wa* quite sufficient The magnaltc 
oiami t»y which they drew their power 
from the far dinar.; sun fonctioned ** 
normally a* could be expected *t aueh 
a distance from the primary 

"Take a look." the Amazon said, and 
indicated the screen of the tele*eope 
At the same moment sound came 
through the speaker* 

Abna and Viona were rilent viewing 
Abna (I He wa* is a (tom-walled qm 
which overlooked a gigantic • actor.t 
fn the factory tlasM wa* a hazy vtaten 
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"Good work." Abner Mid. glancing 
at lb* AniMon. “How did 7°» ®*r.age to 
pick him up tint cmUtT 

•On the indicator here the Neptunian* 
hare pot the light-wave number ot 
every Earth doable, presumably for 
reference and quick atudy. and the num¬ 
ber* of our double* are among* them. 
Just eet the pre-selector and there it 
I* In *ome way* the telescope Is ahead 
of the on^I invented tor myself " 

“What about the double* of yourself 
and Viwiar Abna a*ked. Tied them 
aa quickly at possible. VL We've *ot 
to have some quick action before any 
Neptunian* think of coming thi* way." 

She nodded and operated the compli¬ 
cated controls, the powerful generator* 
humming musically as they supplied 
the power for the amazing instrument. 
The scene on the screen blurred and 
slashed itself with electronic traceries 
—then a view of Amazon II appeared. 
She was by nerself in an observatory, 
studying a series of cosmic charts, the 
view of a telescope behind her. 

“My observatory!" the Amazon ex¬ 
claimed bitterly. And wearing the black 
clothes 1 use in space — and which I 
could certainly do with at this moment. 

“She* alone, that's the point," Abna 
interrupted Now Viona's double." 

Viona II. in overall*, was in the midst 
of computing a sheet of figure*. So 
distinct was the view, the heading of 
•Master Laboratory Report on Supplies 
could be read clearly 

“And Quorne." Abna said, his voice 
urgent 

The Amazon looked for hi* light¬ 
wave number and then made the adjust¬ 
ment* again Quorne appeared gradu¬ 
ally. He wa* in a well-furni*hed room, 
eating a meal by himself and obviously 
lost in thought 

"Apparently he has made good u»« 
at our home." the Amazon said bitterly, 
twitching off. Wen. what happens 
now*" 

“Firm, clothes " Abna mid. ’We’ve no 
apparatus for making them here *° 
HI have to resort to mind for that small 
effort ft shouldn't take long" 

He became silent, his brow wrinkled 
with concentration, and after a while 
there appeared on the floor a biack 
costume and gold belt for the Amazon, 
overalls for Viona. and a long smock- 
such as his double had been wearing— 
for himself. 

“That settles that." be said. "We can 
be identically dressed, and we must 
hurry while Quorne is absent from our 
doubles Now let us get our destruction 
thoughts recorded in readiness" 

, The amazing machines for recording 
thought waves were set up and for 10 
minutes the trio concentrated into them 
the moat destructive mind-picture* they 
could conceive, the basic thought be¬ 
hind all of them being total destruction 
of living matter, aa opposed to total de¬ 
struction of everything—for the lod of 
Neptune Itself in the devastating mental 
cataclysm would produce the moat dis¬ 
turbing effects # upon the Solar System 
m a whole _ 

“Vi. cheek up again on Quorne. Abna 
Mid. when the spell of concentration was 
owe. “1 have this recorder to sw.tch bkek 
to the atari and hypnotic orders to pre¬ 
pare so that our doubles will obey when 
they return. Viona. you can start getting 
into the overalls." __, 

Viona obeyed and the Amazon tumeo 
her attention to the telescope Since the 
reading wa* Still *n Quorne. he auto¬ 
matically appeared on the screen after a 
brief interval He had finished bis sett 
tary meal and was seated at the writing 
deak ao familiar to the Amaaon. busily 
Masting Thi* stene she held until 

Abna had finished his concentration into 
the hypnotic projectors and had deter- 
mrtied that the mind record s were so 
trained that the Impact of their output 
would strike the rock -depress km outside 

"-Mhink we are about ready now." ha 
*1 have leoorded the nersdasry 
worked (Mg the relevant 
i ea that our doubles will not 
the projectors until Pluto tt 
Hi line with Neptune which will 
ly soon Better get changed. VL 
WVfd ready to ga. 


h omed array id Ihe aleepij* guartara to 
ddMt Vtoua glanced at Quorne m the 
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step without a single qualm—but not 




Ttey are enemies, and I am a realist 
in a battle of ioterplanetary dimen¬ 
sions," Abna replied. "If those doubles 
of ours were to remain alive after 
accomplishiqgJJvir task they could talk 
far too much should any Neptunian* 
survive and come this way to investi¬ 
gate. They could also perhaps find 
means to communicate with Quorne. or 
he with them, and so upset our entire 
scheme. The only solution to that is 
death. I have arranged that when 
these projectors have concentrated 
three-quarter* of their power at Nep¬ 
tune—sufficient to wipe out every in¬ 
habitant on that planet — they will 
swing round automatically and concen¬ 
trate the remaining quarter of destruc¬ 
tive thought-radiation directly upon our 
doubles. Though the waves will not be 
amplified by the rock-area, they will 
none-the-iess be devastating enough to 
wipe out that trio at such close quar¬ 
ter*." 

"Apparently." Viona commented, 
"nothing has been overlooked." 

“Correct Nothing has" 

At that moment the Amazon returned 
in her familiar black outfit, buckling the 
golden belt about her waist. She fester¬ 
ed back her hair quickly and then 
glanced at the screen where Quorne still 
sat computing. 

“1 think we can risk it." Abna said, 
setting the triple directional-finders of 
the dissembler. “The dissembler Will, of 
course, pick out our three doubles auto¬ 
matically wherever they may he." 

"My double is obviously in my own 
observatory." the Amazon aaid. "And 
that's only a few yards away fr>m the 
lounge where Quorne is now seated. 
Let's hope he remains there! Weil. I'm 
ready If you are." 

Abna gave a last look around to make 
sure that nothing had been overlooked 
and that all the necessary devices would 
operate or cut themselves off as needed 
—then he joined the Amazon and_ Viona 
on the big dissembly plate beneath the 
enormous electromagnets. 

Reaching out he switched on the 
power and the surroundings blanked 
into darkness in the midst of intolerable 
anguish. 


CHAPTER XI 

S HAKEN. breathing hard. the 
Amaaon tound herself lying on the 
floor beside the main ber.ch in 
her own observatory. For a 
second or ao she was almost incapable 
of thought aa nerve* and mind vibra¬ 
tions swung themselves back into their . 
appointed paths: then she got slowly to 
her feet and gradually got the mastery 
of her reactions 

In front of her were a number *f star 
charts of Andromeda, together with a 
maw of data which obviously referred 
to charting a course through the void as 
far as the First Galaxy. She had gotten 
that far studying the chart* Intently 
when Quorne came in 
“Any sign yet of those frightened 
idiots returning to Neptune*” he asked 
briefly. 

The Amazon glanced up and quickly 
simplified her thought* as much as pos¬ 
sible so that Quorne. if he decided to 
use hi* telepathic power* at »1L would 
not be able to glean from her thoughts 
that she had replaced her double. 

-1—I don't know." she replied, hesi¬ 
tating. 

Then ITs time you. did!" Quorne* 
boring purple eye* impaled her “1 
gave you orders to wateh Neptune care¬ 
fully once that star had gone on Its way 
Why donT you do your job properly*" 
Tm sorry These charts were absorb¬ 
ing me" 

Quorne made an irritated movement 
end strode to the telescopic reflector. 
The Amazon hod no idea how bar 
ad be ha ved, and the slightest 
in characteristics might spell 
So she used her powers at 
telepathy while Quorne’* attention was 
absorbed by the mirror Fran hi* 
mind she gradually gathered a complete 
picture of the character her double pos¬ 
it “ " 


vaded. ter he abruptly turned and gave 
the Amaaon a long look 81 
it unflinchingly, blanking her mind 


~T» I^MI. t moon." Slrtihi cast a course?" he asked finally 

^5»e, dte" Aba* rapBed *mpiy; and That Is tor you to my Sefaer Qn.wne 
i iiwtsii Hoot yoo have m la Mb In anybody bat 


waaM baa waste of 


Quorne** eye* glinted. "I’ve told you 
before about insolence. Amazon Two. 
Do you require another sharp reminder 
that I am the master here—?" He broke 
off aa the radio buzzed Immediately 
he hurried to It and switched cm. "Sei¬ 
ner Quorne answering." he Mid. “Come 
in." 

“Dral communicating." came the thin 
voice of the master of Neptune. “We 
have returned to our planet, as perhaps 
you are aware?" 

“I was not aware." Quorne retorted 
acidly. “1 leave a fool of a woman here 
in charge—Amazon Two—and she fails 
to make observations. I obaCrve. how¬ 
ever. that you all scuttled like a lot of 
rats before a mirage. Your world was 
never in danger. That phenomenon was 
a ghost star." 

“So we know—now; but there was 
nothing to distinguish it from the real 
thing—" 

“It had no gravitative influence. That 
should have made the matter clear 
enough to you. You just couldn’t wait 
to escape, could you? A ghost star is 
not an uncommon occurrence. They do 
appear from time to time, but they do 
not as a rule follow an orbit which 
carries them into our System." 

“There are some things I do not 
understand. Quorne." Dral sfid “We 
' made some surprising discoveries upon 
our return here." 

"Discoveries?" Quome'i voice sharp¬ 
ened. "In what way?" 

The Amazon tensed and her gaze 
strayed from Quorne's urgent back to 
the mercuroid mirror upon which Nep¬ 
tune was still clearly mirrored 
"We discovered that some equip—" 

Dral stopped dead The Amazon 
looked up sharply. Quorne muttered 
something and adjusted the controls. 
Hello! Come in. Dral! Come Inf 
The Amazon looked back at the mir¬ 
ror. For a moment she saw something 
stirring over its green surface. It was 
as impalpable as wind itself and yet it 
possessed irresistible power - Something 
unseen agitated the dense atmosphere 
to violent turbulence, but what happen¬ 
ed below it was completely masked. A« 
the silence from Neptune continued she 
began to understand and breathed more 
freely 

“Dral. what's the matter?" Quorne 
demanded “Has your equipment 
broken down? If you can hear me and 
1 cannot hear you. make a light signal." 

He gave up his attempts with, the 
radio controls and rose quickly from his 
chair. Reaching the mirror, he gazed 
ir to it. By this time the mysterious 
swirlings had almost ceased, and if he 
not ced them at all Quorne put them 
to atmospheric variations. 

The Amazon watched with him. but 
minute succeeded minute and there 
came no sign of a signal. The rrdlo. 
too. remained silent 
“Very strange." the Amazon remarked 
at length, and Quorne nodded slowly 
Very Dral has emergency equipment 
if the main radio apparatus fails: 1 can't 
understand why he does not use it." 

"I would suggest you use the fine-focus 
on this telescope and see if you can 
penetrate to Neptune's surface.' the 
Amazon suggested. "It might be pos¬ 
sible to find out what has happened" 
“Do it." Quorne ordered curtly 
Taking care not to appear too certain 
of her movements—for having made the 
telescope herself she knew all its mani¬ 
fold intricacies—the Amazon adjusted It, 
deliberately taking her time until 
Quorne became impatient with her 
slowness and elbowed her roughly out 
of the way .She nearly forgot herself 
•and retaliated, then juzt in time re¬ 
membered One display of her gigantic 
strength and the trick would fail 
Gradually Quorne adjusted the tele¬ 
scope to his liking and a near view of 
Neptune's surface—the area devoted to 
Earth duplication at least —came Into 
view Stupefied, he looked down upon 
a'scene he could ho* underhand. Tn all 
directions—in the streets and squares— 
lay bodies. They were completely mo¬ 
tionless A* though stricken by a plague, 
not a solitary individual In the great 
duplieate-London city arms moving 
“What in cosmos has happened to 
them?" Quorne whispered, without 
looking up "Are they dead, uncon 
sc tout, or what? What could cause this 
to enome no n?" 

The Amazon Inwardly congratulated 
efficiency of A boa's 
thought-projection scheme which hod 
tie reeult. then ahe answered 
"My opinion ie of little on. 
I assume, but I'd stage* that the ghost 
star left a a g kll t gas behind which 
ring an the 
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“Possibly, but— No. I don't believe 
that!" Quorne shook his head vigorously 
“When he returned to his city. Dral 
would immediately take air testa That 
would only be logical It is something 
much more significant than that." He 
looked again Into the mirror "Just as 
though they had all suffered some 
monstrous, concussive shock!" 

The Amazon did not comment. 

“It seems to me that the only way to 
solve the difficulty Is to visit Neptune 
and find out.” he said at length "For 
me to go personally with so many plans 
at the point of fruition would be im¬ 
possible—but you could go In fact, for 
all the us? you are. you could take 
Abna and Viona with you " 

The Amazon shrugged. “Very well 
But It is hardly likely that our intel¬ 
ligences will be able to solve the prob¬ 
lem It will take a scientific specialist 
such as yourself." '-*• #S 

"Nonsense" Quorne waved a hand 
briefly "With instrument* you can And 
out aft much as ! bould You will go 
there, make a full reading on the appa¬ 
ratus of the atmoephere and radiation 
conditions arid then return here with 
the instrument* sealed. I have got to 
know what ha* happened Without your 
race in my plans. I have one of my 
main campaign prop* taken ’away from 
n»«." 

"When would you wish us to goV 
she asked at length. 

“Within a few hours. Wa can't afford 
to let this business go unexplained. 
Hava Abna and Viona come her* and 
1 will explain to all three of you exactly 
what you must do." 

With that QUoroe left the laboratory, 
evidently to plan what he should do 
next The Amaaon hesitated, not at all 
sure where to locate Abna and Viona. 
so finally she issued a city-wide brood- 
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proved successful. for A bn a and Viona 
•non arrived, entering the residence by 
the rear door which took them through 
the observatory in order to get into 
the house. 

“VIH Abna murmured, grasping her 
gently for a moment You material¬ 
ised safely, then.” 

"Yea—and evidently you and Vkma 
did. too. We are up against a prob le m. 
Abna The Neptunians have been de¬ 
stroyed. presumably by our doubles— 
but Quome has told me he’s sending tho 
three of us to investigate That's tho 
very thing we don’t want Only by stay¬ 
ing here can we possibly overthrow the 
grip he's got on the people" 

*1 tee." Abna thought for a moment 
The wind-wave Ides worked a*. we 
planned It then?" 

"Perfe ctly Take a look ft that tele- 
arope mil ns t. 

Abna and Viona did so. smiling grimly 
at tho scene of the Neptunian* tying 
dead from the onslaught 

"Good w ork ." Abna commented. "And 
this time our doubles ought to be dead, 
too" 

"Quome Is waiting for us in the house 
to tell 4t what we must do * 

She led the way from the laboratory 
and presently she. Abns and Viona pre¬ 
sented themselves in the lounge where 
Quome was sitting minting in s deep 
armchair. 

Re said T a mini all three of you 


"Very well I have 
dafl leave for Neptui 
You wtn require arv« 


us die details.* 


derided you throe 
te end Investigate. 


CHAPTER XII 


LL A TARENTLY this mystery 
/\ which has overwhelmed our 
race ts no ordinary occur¬ 
rence. It couldn't have been 
the ghost star which caused it. either, 
since that object could only have been 
made of light waves and as harmless 
as a mirage. The happening waa on a 
huge acale. apparently, involving every¬ 
body on the planet. That points to enor¬ 
mous power somewhere. We know of 
only three people who might conjure 
up a power such as that —and three 
people with a reason for wishing our 
race out of the way. I mean the Golden 
Amazon. Abna and Viona of course." 

The Amazon, gathering what Abna 
was driving at. took up the conversation. 

"We do not know. Sefner Qbome. that 
those three are dead." she pointed out 
“The last we heard of them they had 
been wrecked on Pluto and scouts were 
sent to investigate. The scouts never 
reported, or if they did. we heard noth¬ 
ing about K." 

“Yes — very true." Quorne agreed. "I 
Just wonder. Abna II. if you are correct 
I have little faith in your mental pro¬ 
cesses as a rule, but on this occasion— 
It is Just possible. I have said repeat¬ 
edly that as long as those three live— 
or at least are not known to be abso¬ 
lutely dead—they might be capable of 
anything But what could they have 
done from a barren world like Pluto?" 

"What can those three not do?’ the 
Amazon asked “I would remind you 
that Dral was about to say he had dis¬ 
covered something unusual upon return¬ 
ing home when he was cut off If we 
could discover what he was going to tell 
us, the answer might be apparent " 

"Yes. possibly.’ Quome admitted, and 
he looked surprised. “You have more 
sagacity than I thought Amazon LL 
Perhaps you’ll be a useful aide even yet 
Very well, you know what you have 
to look for on Neptune " 

"Or Pluto." Abna said quietly. "Per¬ 
haps the source of our problem lies 
there.’’ 

"Investigate both planets” Quorne in¬ 
structed. 

"I would remark that if our originals 
are on Pluto." the Amazon put in, "we 
shall never return with any information 
If they can destroy an entire race, as 
seems likely, we shall certainly pre¬ 
sent easy target* We have had no 
experience of dealing with these super¬ 
scientists and our own knowledge is 
infinitely below theirs ” 

"A fact of which I am bitterly aware." 
Quome replied, and fell to thought. 
Presently he looked up ‘Annoying 
though it is. it appears that I shall 
have to investigate this mystery myself," 
he said "Not that the mystery so in¬ 
trigues me—you three could deal with 
that with instruments—but the risk of 
my greatest enemies being still alive is 
one I can’t afford to take I am the 
only person with the ability to deal 
with them “ 

"ExacUy so." Abna agreed calmly.' 

Quome got to his feet "Very well. 
While I am absent all plans for the 
furtherance of our campaign must be 
held in abeyance In you three I dele¬ 
gate my authority of control. You will 
make no new laws and revoke none 
of the existing ones Keep the people 
working as they are until I return— 
an# remember. I shall know exactly 
how you are behaving since the normal 
broadcasts will carry dally information 
to me out in space " 

"Everything will be handled satis¬ 
factorily. ’ the Amazon promised "Rely 
on that" 

Tor your own sake* It had better be. 
Now pay attention while I show you 
what must be done during my absence 
There are many tasks for these Earth 
fools to complete " 

Rl* hours later Sefner Quome de¬ 
parted into space, entirely unaware of 
how completely he had played into the 
hands of his enemies. 

As the Amazon. Abna and Vkma 
stood in the laboratory-observatory and 
watched the space ship receding on the 
teleecopic mirror. Viona mid: "Eventu¬ 
ally hell come upon our three doubles 
-deed, we trust What will happen 
then’" 

Abna mid: "Hell think his three 
greatest enemies have been destroyed 
an he'll endeavor to come beck here 
and resume his activities. Well allow 
him to come as near as we think com¬ 
fortable and then releaae upon him 
radiations which will sMttor him ut¬ 
terly mentally and physically Quorne 
will be absolutely disintegrated, mind 


"Mind included? How do you propose 
to do that?" 

T have yet to work it out. but HI 
do it You said yourself that Quorae's 
mentality must alto be destroyed if we 
are ever to be free of him completely 
And ft *111 be. Mind force is only a 
vibration and capable of disintegration 
even as matter is. TB work out the 
details later. Let us get other things 
straight first—informing the people that 
we are liberators, for instance, instead 
of imagined op p r e ss o rs" 

"Better be careful how we do It," 
Viona warned. “If one hint goes out 
over the radio bulletins we'll have 
Quome back here fast And If no 
broadcasts go out at all. he'll be Just 
as suspicious the other way. -We also 
have to remember that there are hun¬ 
dreds of Neptunian* on Earth here who 
have token the place of original Earth 
people. They will be against us and 
true to Quome. Yet if we explain to 
the masse* we arc bound also to ex¬ 
plain to them." 

Abna smiled indulgently and gave (he 
Amazon a glance. “The child hat defi¬ 
nite wisdom." he commented. “She looks 
beyond the immediate present to a pos¬ 
sible development, a trait the‘must have 
inherited from you. VL" 

"Possibly." The Amazon dismissed the 
fact briefly. "Return to our problem. 
What do we do?" 

Abna answered: “We know that every 
genuine Earth person has a particular 
energy quotient, or as you call it. VI. 
a personal aura. Your detector-compass 
is based on that principle. Is it not? 
Very well. We learn the energy quotient 
of a bogus Earthling, note how much 
it varies from that of a genuine one. 
and then proceed to carefully single out 
every Neptunian. It will take time, no 
doubt but not nerhapt as long as we 
think as the -^rcentoge of Neptunians 
to Earthlings is small. Once we have 
done that and determined where they 
are. we contrive to get every one of 
them in a particular spot and annihilate 
them ." 

"Entirely satisfactory," the Amazon 
agreed, never averse to a .plan of com¬ 
plete ruthlessness "And to summon a 
Neptunian here will be simple since he 
will believe he is serving his original 
masters—Neptunians. that is." 

She picked up the desk visiphone and 
contacted the city controller. His face 
appeared on the screen — apparently 
quite an Earthly face, but Quorne had 
stated that the man was a Neptunian 
in Errth form, even though his appear¬ 
ance was identical to the man who had 
originally been the genuine controller 
of the city. 

"You have received information that 
Sefner Quorne has departed to inves¬ 
tigate our home planet” the Amazon 
said "Kindly report here immediately 
for special orders " 

"Very well." The controller’s lack of 
respect was obvious, ahd It was occa¬ 
sioned by the fa$t that he believed the 
Amazon was oply one of his own race, 
and not a very intelligent one at that, 
patterned after a superwoman. 

“We will have the detector ready 
when he comes." the Amazon said, glanc¬ 
ing at Abna ”1 leave that to you." 

He nodded and moved toward the in¬ 
strument ' Once he was satisfied that it 
was working correctly he fixed up a 
remote control so that the controller 
would have no idea what, was tran¬ 
spiring. 

When the controller arrived. Viona 
admitted him. and led him into the 
laboratory 

Well.t he asked the Amazon curtly, 
"what do you want?”. 

The Amazon eyed Jiim. "I think you 
would do better to moderate your tone, 
controller Remember that while Sefner 
Quome hi away full authority is vested 
in us—equally." 

"I’m aware of that, but you, are still 
underlings to me and I never kow-tow 
to underlInga. Quome has often spoken 
of your low level of intelligence even 
if you have the physical vestment of 
superbeings ” 

“Sit down." the Amazon said, motion 
inf to a chair 

The controller obeyed, unaware that 
the chair had been placed sc -that his 
back waa to the detector apparatus 
Abna. apparently engaged In sorting 
cheek sheet* lowered his hand to the 
remote control awttrh buried amid a pile 
of co rr e s p on dence on the drafting table, 
and In that second the energy quotient 
at the controller waa duly reg is t e red 
"1 sent for you," the Amazon ex¬ 
plained. "to inform you that there ta 
to be na radical change to the actual 
control of the city Satner Quorne waa 
mu ta n t upon that- but k — erl arth all 


will paaa through us Instead and we 
shall decide whether allocations at 
metals, chemicals or whatever it may 
be. shall be allowed or not" 

“Very well ” The controller’! face waa 
irritated. “And did you send for me 
just to toll me that?" 

“Certainly. I did not do ft over the 
visiphone because they are not always 
as private as one would wish We can¬ 
not afford to let anything leak out” 

“I don’t see that that instruction is in 
any way suspicious." the controller 
snapped, rising "I have iovt a lot of 
time on this trivial errand. However, 
I suppose one cannot expect much elaa 
of underlings.” 

The Amazon's yellow hand tightened 
on the steel arm of her chair and it 
bent slightly. The controller looked 
vaguely surprised for a moment, then 
took his departure. 

"That settles him." the Amazon com- 
>s men ted. rising from her chair. “Did you 
get his reading. Abna’" 

“I surely hope so." He was busy ex¬ 
amining the detector and presently he 
smiled. The recording needle pointed to 
3780. 


CHAPTER XIi! 


44rT! HIS srtould be easy.” the Ama- 
I zon remarked "His reading— 
J|_ and therefore that of ail Nep¬ 
tunians— is 1.500 above that 
of Earthlings' readings All we have to 
do now is order all Neptunians on Earth 
to one special place for a supposedly 
special reason and then check up on the 
remaining inhabitants en masse. A pro¬ 
jector trained on the populace, reactive 
to this particular energy quotient, will 
reveal instantly if any Neptunians have 
not obeyed our order That way w# 
can weed them out The possibility is 
that they will all obey the orders given 
them and save us a lot of trouble" 

“And until we’ve done that, we don’t 
tell the people anything’" Viona asked. 

“Most certainly not " The Amazon re¬ 
flected for a moment and then gave 
Abna an inquiring glance “Any sug¬ 
gestions as to what order we can give 
tn force the Neptunians to gather in 
one spot"’’ 

"We can say that Quome left orders 
with us to have certain alterations made 
tr Atlantic Island." he replied. "A task 
which Neptunians only can perform be¬ 
muse their general Intelligence is higher 
than that of average Earth people I 
think that would sound convincing 
enough Naturally, once we have all 
of them gathered there well destroy 
them " 

The Amazon nodded, entirely satisfied 
with the suggestion Atlantic island was 
a synthetic creation of rock existing in 
the middle of the ocean and used as a 
safe proving base for dangerous scien¬ 
tific experiments Once gathered there, 
it would be simple to wipe out the 
Neptunians from the air without peril 
te normal people 

too 

When the controller reached his office 
he sat thinking. His expression was per¬ 
plexed. Finally he pressed the button 
which signalled one of his Neptunian 
colleagues—the minister responsible for 
public affairs and. like the controller, 
a duplicate of the original. 

When he arrived, the controller mo¬ 
tioned to a chair 

"Have a seat Hilton." he Invited “1 
want your opinion. Tve discov e red 
something an disturbing t don’t trust 
myself to take action You know all 
the details concerning our home flanet 
-how it was threatened by a (host star 
which afterward* paaaed on Into the 
infinite’" 

"T know all the details" Hilton an¬ 
swered grimly Including the new s 
about our race being mysteriously 
obliterated " 

Then you will also be aware that 
Quome ha* gone to investigate, leaving 
behind him the duplicate* of our three 
ene m ie s the Amazon Abna and Viona 
A little while Ago J *u summoned by 
the Amazon to receive some order* 
trifling in the extreme and certainly 
hardly worth the time it took—but 
Just as 1 was leaving 1 noticed a strange 
thing The Amazon resented a remark 
1 made about her and in anger she 
gripped the arm of her chair-a steel 
tube bar It bent visibly under her 
grip Only a hand of coloswal strength 
could produce an effect like that " 

"Are you suggesting Hilton asked, 
‘that you somehow saw the real 
Amazon*" 

That la whal I believe—yet I canl 
imagine how It eeuld be an The Am*- 
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length to bend • steel tar." 

Hilton** fbee began to took gray with 
uwfiw— “If yen are right con¬ 
troller. ve are in a deepenfte p an iU a n . 
If that woman ia tta Amaaon. then 
Abna and Viona may also be real and 
not the doubles But bow could such 
a thing happen without Quome know¬ 
ing* It isn't possible ~ 

"To those three scientists I think any¬ 
thing is poaaible " the controller an¬ 
swered. T wanted your reactions—and 
your s upport - since I intend to radio 
Seiner Quome in space immediately 
He must return and Investigate Come 
with me" 

Hilton rose from hia chair and fol¬ 
lowed the controller to the immense 
radio - television transmission rooms in 
the building 

"Leave us" the controller ordered 
briefly, and the chief operator vacated 
his post, leaving the main transmission 
studio empty 

Seating himself. Hilton standing be¬ 
hind him. the controller set to work 
with the controls, using the special 
waveband which penetrated into the 
depth* of space. 

“Controller calling Sefner Quome." 
he said, when the detector showed he 
had reached a fast-moving body In the 
void “Come in. please “ 

*Sure this is safe*" Hilton asked 
anxiously "If thia communication should 
be picked up by the Amazon—If It is 
she—what will happen to us* 

“A most unlikely happening." the con¬ 
troller answered “This is a sealed 
wavelength and nobody elae can eon- 
tact it" 

But the Amazon had gone to her 
own radio for the transmission of her 
measage to the Neptunian*, to instruct 
them all to gather on Atlantic Island 
The moment the twitched on her ap¬ 
paratus she noted the interference 
nee dl e which was Jammed against the 
maximum peg. Such was the delicacy 
of her equipment, it res o rted in a mo 
went If toe ether waves were not clear 
“S o mebody Is certainly monopolizin'! 
the air” *he commented, motioning 
Abna and Viona to her. "Look at that." 
."Whoever it is. they’re using radio 
illegally.'' Viona remarked "No broad¬ 
casting i* permitted without reference 
to us first Quorne said as much " 

Tm aware of it" The Amazon ad 
Justed the radar-detectors until the 
outflowing currents struck the edge of 
tbe unknown carrier-beam reac h ing out 
Info space On a screen appeared th’ 
familiar tracery of lightnings. 

“Very powerful and very extensive." 
Abna murmured. “Reaching out direct¬ 
ly into space, apparently " 

“I can think of only one person in 
apace to whom anybody might wish to 
communicate, and that's Quome, th* 
Amazon commented. Ah! Here's the 
wavelength!" she added, as the beam 
analyzer needle swung delicately and 
finally came to rest She adjusted th- 
tuner knobs on the panel and after a 
moment or two the “pirate" broadca 
came in clearly. 

“ . and I can only hope that you 
arc receiving me. Sefner Quome No 
from you makes m? 
As I have said. I cannot hn- 
the double of the Golden Amazon 
the strength to bend a steel be 
Which mean# the Amazon ts here—and 
p o ss ibly Abna and Viona as well T am 
convinced that you showM return im- 
snedlately and investigate this matter 
Tta Amazon glanced up sharply nat¬ 
ter faces of Abna and Viona Thev 
wa r s looking st her in surprise 
"What's he talking shout"" Abna 
asked "When did you ever for**’ 
y ou i se l f to far as to bend a steel bar* 
"He said something I didn't like whe? 
he cause here. ' toe Amazon replied “P 
Is tec eontrafter speaking His voice >« 
aa m tete taa b le f gripped my thair ar-r 
and it bent I didn't think he noticed 
he dM and this is serious 
"Of #0 toe idiot.? 
to dar Why didn't you centre 

*ir~ 

for g a l " The Amazon's face sea. 
’Wo might anybody Apparent!? 
aa ter, since Quome hasn' 
The possibility is he it nr" 

In. tafhe i Quome." too cun 
trader's mice broke in urgently "Con 
Quome' Are you re¬ 
use? Minister Hilton Is read, 
to ccrtty my statement 

arc of teem - and ap 
sdll tall nuwrrint 

Atoto »added and before he maid 


toe laboratory swiftly. In-u 



ear out of the garage and was soon driv¬ 
ing at top speed along the main road 
to London. It s eemed a logical ssa u asp 
tion to her that the -pirate” broadcast 
must be coming from the administra¬ 
tion building, in the heart of the «Hy. 
and to that building she drove. Th* 
sentries saluted aa she entered, wonder¬ 
ing vaguely at the determined look on 
he'r yellow face and the lithe speed of 


Reaching the radio department, tee 
glanced about her sharply and then 
summoned one of the technicians. He 
came hurrying over promptly. 

“Where is the controller?” she snap¬ 
ped 

"I last saw him entering the main 
transmission studio, Amazon, with Min¬ 
ister Hilton.” 

'"Thank you." The Amazon hurried 
on. gained the studio, and opened the 
door swiftly. Once on the other side 
of it. she dosed and locked it. her 
violet eyes fixed on the two men at the 
apparatus. 

“Calling Sefner—" the controller be¬ 
gan wearily, and then the Amazon’s 
voice knifed acrocs his own. 

“Stop that communication." 

Both men swung "round and the Ama¬ 
zon approached them. 

"You are observant controller.” she 
remarked. "My mistake in not con 
trolling my strength led you to deduce 
quite a lot 1 am the original Amazon, 
and I do not approve of the communi¬ 
cation you sent to Sefner Quome." 

“But how could you know what I—” 

The controller stopped, baifled. Then 
with a sudden gasp bf alarm Hilton 
made a wild dash for the door. Knuckles 
of steel smashed into hi# face and he 
recoiled backwards, toppling to the 
floor. 

"You are as much in this aa the con 
troller. my friend." the Amazon aaid 
“Whether or not Quorru has received 
your message is not clear, since he 
doesn't seem to have answered — but 
I certainly do not intend to allow either 
of you to have a second chance'" 

For a split second the controller hesi¬ 
tated. then his hand flashed down to 
his pocket, presumably to withdraw a 
weapon But he stood no chance againjt 
the Amazon's greater speed. In one 
movement her atom gun leaped from 
her belt into her fingers and she fired 
The controller dropped, a bum-hole 
driven straight through him. 

Hilton scrambled up from the floor 
to find the Amazon's violet eyes fixed 
upon him.. 

“Amazon. 1 had nothing to do With 
this”" he insisted T was sent for by 
the controller and—" 

' Your misfortune lies in knowing as 
much as you do." the Amazon broke In 
"And you are no more to be trustet 
with the fact that 1 am the Amazon 
than is any other member of your race 
I've only one way to silence you.” 

“But. Amazon. I tell you—” Hilton 
•topped, his fascinated eyes watching 
the pencil of fire leaping at him. 

The Amazon put her gun away aa ah- 
surveyed the sprawled bodies’ then she 
stepped to the radio equipment and 
quickly altered the dials so that toe 
spects! space wavelength was com 
pletely lost. Then she unlocked the 
door and went into the radio room 
summoning to her the nearest tech 
nicisn 

“There se em s to have been s om e kfno 
of trouble between the controller and 
Minister Hilton." she said “You will 
rind their bodies in there 
them I will consult Sefner Quorate in 
spare a« to who shall taka thair pl ata s * 

The technician looked blank, but did 
not question the order, and the Amaaon 
went on her way. returning home with 
in a few uioutes As Abna and Viona 
looked at her inquiringly, she captained 
what she had done 

And do you suppose, when the ncsrs 
get* out that It will be believed that 
those two killed each other’" Vioni 
asked 

“I don't know—and I don’t ear*. Tta 
only way *.o alienee those two wa* If 
kill thorn Our ana hope is teal Qoorw- 
did not receive the maaaage I 
he made no reply during too time 1 was 


CHArm xiv 

T HEM was a very good reason for 
Quome not having received the 
mg mate sent to him. So great 
eras his s peed in the plunge 
across apace to Neptune he had placed 
himself in voluntary suspended anima¬ 
tion. leaving the automatic controls to 
guide tbe vessel and awaken him when 
he was near Neptune. So. when he was 
within a million miles of the green- 
tinted world he began to revive and 
•lowly knitted together his stupefied 
wits. 

He su r vey ed outside, refreshed himself 
with a meal, and then turned to the 
instruments. The radio apparatus was 
demanding attention by reason of its 
recording bulb glowing. Whatever mes¬ 
sages had been sent during his spell of 
enforced sleep had been recorded In full 
and automatically switched back to start 
so that he could now hear them. 

In astonished and then venomous mood 
he listened to the report the controller 
had sent him. finishing with its almost 
desperate request to know whether the 
message had been received. His eyes 
glinting with anger. Quorne stood up . 
and looked outside. He was almost upon 
Neptune amf forced to make a quick 
decision. Either he could descend to 
the planet and try to discover what 
had wiped out the Neptunian race, or 
he could return to Earth and deal with 
the three who had apparently completely 
duped hhn. 

“Unless the man's raving,” he mused. 
"I cannot see how even the Amazon 
could perform a feat like that, replac¬ 
ing her double. And if it should be 
so. then I'll stand no chance if I try 
to return. On the other hand, there 
is this problem of Neptune to be solved, 
and maybe I can verify for myself if 
the genuine three really did find a way 
back to Earth, which I greatly doubt." 

By the time he had come to the end 
of these speculations, the machine was 
fast approaching the Neptunian atmos¬ 
phere He settled quickly at the con¬ 
trols and guided the vessel to the area 
where Earth duplication lay He landed 
in the main square of duplicate London 
and tested the atmosphere before ven¬ 
turing outside. It gave a normal reading 
He collected a series of instruments, 
unfastened the airlock, then stepped to 
the exterior. The scene was exactly as 
he hod seen it from Earth, and quite 
unchanged. As far as he could tell, 
not a single body had moved in the 
interval. His investigation was long and 
thorough and puzzled him all the more 
There was no doubt that the bodies he 
had examined had all been blasted by 
some inconceivably powerful mental 
force which had stunned the Neptunians 
into death by sheer shock. 

Pondering Quome walked into the 
various buildings of the city, making 
notes as he went, and at length he 
came to the headquarters building to 
find Dral still at the radio equipment, 
slumped forward In death, with his as¬ 
sistants prone on the floor Recalling 
the suddenness with which Deal's corn 
munication had ended. Quome realized 
that death must have been instantaneous 
And pre s en tly his eyes str a y e d tn 
other ports of the laboratory. In puz¬ 
zled interest he noted the absence of 
the huge dissembler, two generators 
recording equipment, and a high- 
powered telescope. 

“Dissemblerhe whispered, clenching 
his fist*. “Gone? By the dissembler those 
three could have returned to Earth But 
where it It?" 

The answer he gave himself was the 
■at logic It must be on Ptotn 
the three had been known to be 
Foe It to be anywhere elae 
unlikely stnee. tn the* 
ton no need 
to remove It from the spot It bad for 

lor Plata at the fastest 
■t tU ng down finally at 
laboratory." Protected by 
he S toitog a second in- 
ere tong came upon the 
tta "labnratory“—the 
id Vtonn. nr so they 
to ta The tight of the dte 
half told him the truth and 
4 him the remainder 
0 # the three bodies satis- 





Abna a news rad “Beet thing 
we can do la get all the Neptunians to 
Atl a nta Island aa ar rn w g s d and then 
deni with them quietly M 


•e dan't maw pi to 

eliminate You drafted out the orator, 
Vh tatter get it tana d ot ed” 




glint of tl 
team the "laboratory" 
it—and since his 
particularly sod- 
a terrific recoil kick 
when he 


towards It 

That was quite enough 
Quome He was scientist enough to 
put the rest of the details together. 
The rock d ep r s aaio n . tbe hypnosis pro¬ 
jectors. the disarm bier, the ultra- 
powerful telescope—they all fitted into 
place aa pi ec e s in the Jig-saw 

He investigated until he found the 
air apparatus, switched it on. then 
when JUm ate pres s mu was at normal, 
he ram peed hia clumsy suit and aet 
himself to PBUdsr. His first move was 
to get toe telescope into working order 
and train it on Earth. At last he was 
successful In pinpointing the A maz o n . 
Abna and Viona aO thrte of them to¬ 
gether; aa It happened, in tee toboratory. 
The 
their 

“According to that.” Abna eras saying, 
“everything is ready?” 

"Everything." the Amazon respond e d. 
“The detectors have been trained oner 
everybody comprising the populace, 
taking them in at MOO a time, but there 
have been no advene reactions tm the 
needle, so evidfutty no Nept uni an s re¬ 
main among them. We’ve herded them 
all to Atlantic Island and the rest should 
be simple." 

The Amazon and Viona bent their 
heads over a sketch map and said noth¬ 
ing further, and Quorne switched off 
irritably, puzzled. Why all Meotemtons 

should have been "herded” to Atlantic 
Island he could not quite understand— 
and for that matter, did not particularly 
care He had lost control of Earth: that 
was certain So he must destroy. 

"Whether I can or not depends on 
whether that thought-reflective area can 
hurl a thought wave, or series of waves, 
as far as Earth." he said “I cannot 
think why it shouldn't because thoughts 
are the only known quantity in the Uni¬ 
verse which do not decrease in power 
with distance." 

He ceased talking to himself and 
plunged int6 the task of mathematics, 
basing his principle upon tbe recoil 
power he had received from the rock 
depression over a given distance. By 
tbe time he had come to the end of 
his calculations he was satisfied that 
thought waves deflected to Earth would 
reach there with sufficient strength to 
wipe out every living thing—most cer¬ 
tainly Earth people, possessing far less 
mental resistance than the Neptunians 
If the Amazon. Abna and Viona proved 
strong enough to overcome the on¬ 
slaught. then he would have to deal 
with them separately a fte r w a r ds At 
ieost he would achieve his object and 
destroy those whom he could not row 
dominate 

This factor decided, he moved on to 
the next one—working out the relative 
positions of Earth and Ptuto so that 
they would be in a straight line for a 
brief time as far as the rock depression 
was concerned , 

Meanwhile, the Amazon. Abna and 
Viona were aboard the gigantic Ultra, 
the one machine in .which they had 
absolute faith when an im p ortant 
mission had tlfbe accomplished The 
vessel had six hydrogen bombs and 
three universal bomba - infinitely more 
devastating even then the H-bomb—in 
its rack, more than sufficient to blow 
Atlantic Island clean out of the ocean 
and reduce all those upon It to atomic 
dust 

“Seems a pretty merciless course.' 
Abna muaed. as Ole shores of England 
were left behind, "but I support it's (he 
only one" 

“Certainly it is" There was no hesi 
tation in the Amazon's voice “Every 
one of tooae Neptunians is a spy end 
because of them hundreds of Earth 
people had.to die oo Neptune when 
those thought waves were released upon 
that planet It is only Just that tbe 
counterparts should die also” 

Abna did not sag anything. Although 
he had complete disregard for matter 


art am tlWW aa that element in him which always 


mmtar tf Hay art aa atom 
think? They moat have used 
weapon ta Mateo* the Nsptesn 

caa find wtat It teat, maybe I can me 
Ik top to destroy Earthlings in retail 


caption of elimination which was the 
Amaaon# main characteristic Aa toe 
Viona. she refrained from comment. 
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QUORNE RETURNS 


n o 


r flunk yooTl be 


•wr return Ik perabn bee 
done kmm fee beta hall 
mM front feat la against 

tries at eH as I very much 
trfl, | wffl be enr itblwg i 


ever, ferae! that for the 


Into view ter below. Upon it were the 
various low-built buildings which had 


formerly 

oc cu p i ed by the Neptuntooa awaiting 
the special order s of Quorne which the 
Asmsob had promised would follow. 

"Mend by the bomb twitch." the Ana- 
toe instructed. “You taka the H-bombs, 
Alm s e n d you. Viona, the U-bomba.” 

nicy obe ye d , standing ready by the 
switchboard. Down below, as the huge 


exactly like Earthlings—came into view. 

"How!" the Amazon ordered, and in¬ 
stantly Abna and Viona pressed the 
twitches to which they had been as¬ 
signed. The moment they had done so 
the Amazon threw the power switches 
to maximum and sent the Ultra scream- 


moved, however, and crushing though 
the acceleration wee. the colossal shock 
of the des t r u ction of Atlantic Island sent 
roncw t slon waves battering upward. 

The Ultra lurched and twisted in the 
crazy air c ur re nts , recoiled under the 
bett erin g of air blasts, and then very 
gradually the Amazon brought ft under 
emrtrol ag ain and began to descend once 
aaaee toward the mighty mushroom of 
saeekt hanging over the water where 
Atlantic Island had been. Ho trace of it 
remained—only the still agitated waters. 
Ha sign of a body, a trace of buildings 
■at even a fragment of wreckage, 
"fctirrty satisfactory - the Amazon 
commented. “I fancy we shan’t have 
any mace trouble from that direct**- " 


CHATTER XV 

S HE turned the Ultra and began to 
head back toward Britain She 
wau Jo* on the point at saying 
. something to Abna when she was 
seised by the moat extraor di n ar y sensa- 
ttau. In many ways it resembled that 
tmriag anguish which was the inevit¬ 
able accompaniment of transition by the 
dtasmaMa* tort in Oris case the reaction 
was more mental than physical. Some¬ 
thing was tearing at her conacioosnem 
wKh such diabolical force that she could 
na« speak for the moment Into her 
brain fl ash ed a aeries of fantastically 
harriMe conc epti on s each one aflame 


pertmrto g the same sensation for they 
warn riming desperately to remain 
standing, their hands to their foreheads. 
They, too, wore bereft of the power of 
i pe ech and^rror uiro d every ounce of their 

Ofly Atom 

pale, meantfl. and then dropped heavily 
on the flow, tbs Amazon stared at her 
through, blurred eyes and tried fran- 
tfcaQy to bring her thoughts Into form 
—•’ W ho m avulL The Ultra, bereft of 
bW gadding hands, plunged crazily and 
•■fared Into d (fewer dive, screaming 
dawn tow ar d the oeeen Hof that the 

&RSfirJSS£r > - -V- 

uxj JuJ the 1 * t At l fn 1 * fl0rt * hd 
Wtoa riruck toe wafer The impact 
knocked Mm flying backwards rod ha 
collided with the wall in that ascend 
the dreadful Uwufl which bad held h» 
■»*«* relax ed and the space machine. 

a wgif upfe (bsmte* 1 oTS'wmi 


of mwxpactad ra- 


ful than that. Tbpoe bombs couldn't 
p rod u ce a mental reaction; it would 
have been physical if anything. I have 
the extremely uneasy feeling that when 
wa soma to In v est igate we may find 
ou rsel ee s the last people in the world!" 

"WhatT The Amazon stared at him 
blankly. / 

He laid: “There was mental fo rc e of 
Inconceivable violence In that onslaught" 
"Qowtier the Amazon cried, leaping- 
up "It must have been Quorne!" 

"That's what I think." Viona said, 
coming rather unsteadily from the wall 
bad "He did to us what we did to 
Heptune, which means he must have 
found that thought-reflective rock area 
on Pluto. Probably he'd have kept ft 
up a great deal longer only the posi¬ 
tions of the two planets were posaihty 
not favorable." — 

Hie. Amazon’s yellow face had be¬ 
come masklike in its vindictive h a tred 
"Well aee what damage he’s done,” she 
said, “and then settle with him." 

"Settle with him?" Abna repeated 
“How?" 

"Go after him, at course! He probably 
thinks he's des tr oyed us and that every¬ 
thing tram now on Is plain sailing— 
but he’s extremely mistaken.” 

Her lips tight, the Amazon flung her¬ 
self Into the control chair and in a few 
seconds had the Ultra climbing rapidly 
once more. It was only a matter of 
minutes before London was reached— 
but it was tar from a city of the dead 
There was a certain lir of confusion 
a p p a re n t particularly in the form of 
traffic darting back and forth from the 
huge medical centres, and in some 
streets, bodies were lying awaiting 
discovery. 

"Apparently the attempt was incom¬ 
plete." the Amazon said, a light at re¬ 
lief coming back into her eyes. 

She swung the Ultra again, lowering 
it as her own home was reached. In the 
laboratory she switched on the radio 
and asked tor details In half an hour 
she knew the whole story About three- 
quarters of the Earth's population had 
survived death, but many were de¬ 
ranged. 

“For which there can only be one 
explanation.” the Amazon said. “Quorne 
must have slightly miscalculated over 
such a tremendous distance and the 
effect was not complete. Also he evi¬ 
dently didn’t have time enough at his 
disposal. The damage is considerable, 
as tor as humanity is concerned, but it 
can be repaired. As for ourselves, we 
wUl go and look tor Quorne and if 
possible deal with him. the moment I 
have broadcast the facts to the people” 
She turned to the radio equipment 
switched it on. and in a m o ment or two 
was delivering a world-wide broadcast. 

In it she explained every fact bringing 
the people up-to-date with events and 
making clear to them the reason for 
the mental devastation which had so 
recently struck them. Though the re¬ 
surgence of hope which Went through 
the survivors was not apparent to the 
Amazon. Abna or Viona, it was none-the- 
less there The knowledge that the 
three greatest scientists had not really 
deserted them after all took an enor- 
mous w eight from the shoulders of the 
people. 

“And now for Quorne.” The Amazon 
switch ed of f the apparatus. “Our whole 
object fnxn here on is to find him and 
bring to an end forever his constant 
depredations and insane ambition “ 

"And while we are gone?" Viona 
asked Do we leave Earth people to 
govern themaehres?” 

“T*7 can do ft I have already ex¬ 
plained to them, as you heard, that we 
may be absent an indefinite time while 
Quorne is dealt with. They will appoint 
took own leaders and sort themselves 
out while we are absent* 

Abna said: “Let us be thoroughly sure 
of what we are doing and where we 
■re going Quorne may be expecting 
ua. He must know that our minds might 
have proved too strong to ae over¬ 
whelmed by the mental onslaught he 
dfraatoi this way " 

"Wa ga to Pluto,' the Amazon said. 


darito a SMriri af aeroods "Ho. Better to aeart 
r epaire d the wn a feed hones On a sheet of pap* 
■■ro words which were 

Vtoaa. ha pis ro d bar an the planetary: 

• flaw Mtorti af mantel T Into Juat res 
a Mi fart art fee girl Owens is a Plato 
Ikto flfc By flkk tana trtrompe troteed eu i 


as arr ang ed but tot hka 
rise. This writing will ha 
tom toroed. Understand?” 


They did not exchange ay further in¬ 
formation until they wore within the 
Ultra. Hare they knew they ware aafa 
from all probing radiations. Nothing 
could penetrate the vessel s triply insu¬ 
lated walla, unless, perhaps, H was 


fore departure, “Quorne makes ano t he r 
attempt to wipe out the remainder of 
Earth people? He’ll know that he failed 
to do it properly so there’s nothing to 
stop him trying again whilst we’re on 
our way to deal with him." 

The Amazon reflected and presently 
gave a nod. "Tea, that’s true enough. 
Lead and zilanite ores combined form 
an absolute insulation against the vrry 
short wavelengths of thought I had 
better advise the people to con str uct 
helmets of those materials and waar 
them night and day until they are ad¬ 
vised that all danger is past . . . And 
during our Journey we might do worse 
than manufacture an interior insulation 
for this machinfltof the same material. ” 
Switching on the radio die gave a 
broadcast which she knew would at 
least be picked up by the city’s re¬ 
ceivers, and where her message did not 
reach it would be transmitted orally by 
those who did bear. 

“The Golden Amazon speaking." aha 
said. "It is possible that Sefner Quorne 
may make a second mental o nslaug ht 
upon you — though that cannot coma 
immediately because Pluto will not be 
in a favorable position regarding Earth. 
In the meantime, turn all your en¬ 
deavors to the manufacture of helmets 
made of a quarter-inch thickness of 
lead and zilanite. Every tiw,, w oman 
and child must wear one. In no other 
way can you be sure of Immunity from 
mental attack. Those of you who hear 
this message, pan It on immediately, 
please. That it alL” 

The Amazon switched off and to Abna 
and Viona added. "If Quorne beard that 
it doesn’t signify. Maybe it will make 
him realize that a second attempt will 
be useless . . . Now let us be on our 
way." 

Below, there was a brief glimpse of 
people waving as the vessel swept over 
London—then it climbed steadily until 
it had plunged through the stratosphere 
and into the depths of space. The 
Amazon increased the acceleration until 
inertia-drag was equivalent to Earth- 
normal gravitation and then she got up 
from the switchboard. 

“We have a Job to do," she reminded 
Abna and Viona. “We must prepare 
some inner lining for these walla." 

They nodded and accompanied bar 
into the fully equipped lab o r a t o ry af 
machine tools and atomic blast furnaces 
with which the Ultra was equipped. f« 
nearly six hours, while the Ultra swept 
onwards out beyond the orbits of tiw 
Moon and Mars they ware at work 
moulding them into place against the 
Ultra's control room walls. Other parts 
of the vessel they left untouched since 
they would be unlikely to be anywhere 
rise but the control room when they 
neared Pluto—and Quorne. 

That should take care af the aito- 
ation.” the Amazon said, aa they settled 
down to a meal in the control roan. 
“No matter how much destructive 
thought vibration Quorne flings at ua. 
it cannot have any effect," 

"How about invisibility?" Viona sug¬ 
gested. "We can make the vessel to- 
visible easily enough. In that way, tf 
Quorne 1* still on Pluto, we can ap¬ 
proach without him seeing ua." 

“Waste of power." the Amazon an¬ 
swered—end she nodded to the fuel 
gauge. "Well need aS we eon get if 
we have to pursue our friend acrocs 
the Univeroe. In any rose, all modern 
vessels, auch aa the one in which he 
left Earth for Pluto, are equipped eith 
mass-detector* and they'd show our 
pres s ne e even if we couldn't be seen 
No, we’ll advance openly and from 
such a direction that he win not be 
able to use the rock de p res si o n in a 
straight line upon us" 

Bo it was decided and, a system at 
watches was arranged. 

Then the Amazon Increased the 
Ultra's speed to half maximum, sending 
H winging a cr oss the voM with stupe* 


paot Uranua, peat Hepttme, and so at 
lari Ph|to loomed upon the virion, the 
Anal outpost of the Solar System. 

When this moment happened, the trio 
was la the control room, the “watches" 
at an end. Behind were countless mil¬ 
lion* of mile* of apnea and many weeks 
of Earth-time, though Judging from the 
•ver-open radio—which had remained 
silent through the period—nothing un¬ 
toward had happened 

“WeTl approach from the northeast," 
the Amazon mid. settling at the controls. 
•Thai will bring ua to behind the rock 


CHAPTER XVI 

HHpBNTLT they saw that the 

~ll»« Si In ■ Mm - ■ — - - 


■ atm there, together wife two 

TNrt the look of feings. he's there," 
Abna said. “One of those machines la 
the eae we toft behind: the other must 
be^fcla. What do you propooe doing? 
Dropping bomba on fee laboratory*" 
“Ihr Quorne something more effec¬ 
tive la sailed for." The Amazon guided 
the Ultra swiftly downward aa fee 
•poke. “He must be destroyed men¬ 
tally aa well" 

“Get him within range of feat rook 
depression and have all three of ua con¬ 
centrate into ft and every mental and 
physical atom at his make-up will be 
destroyed," Viona said. "So It seems 
to ms, anyhow." 

“She is probably right." Abna agreed. 
"We feould—” 

Ha broke off and staggered sharply 
•• flta Ultra suddenly lurched as thoufe 
from an upfhmg blast at an explosion. 
The Amazon looked outside in surprise, 
but nothing unusual was visible. Than 
It came again, this time with much more 
effect. The Ultra sms dragged to a 
standstill in its swift d o w n w ar d flight, 
spun around dizzily, and then sent mov¬ 
ing on a course over which the Ama¬ 
zon had no control whatever. 

"Magnetic waves!" she exclaimed. 
'■Quorne'* using them somehow—“ 

The Ultra was forced to the rocky 
ground within about a quarter of a mile 
of the thought-reflecting rock ares, and 
all the Amazon’s efforts to force the 
power plant to move the machine were 
unavailing. In a fury she snapped on 
the radio. 

“You there. Quorne?" she barked. 
That sevens obvious," came his voice. 
T have you firmly anchored, my 
friends, and you cannot get away." 

Tton’t be too sure!" the Amazon re¬ 
torted. 

"But I am! I gathered enough over 
the radio-telescope to realize you In¬ 
tended flying into space, though whether 
to Pluto or not was not clear. In any 
event I decided feat in fee interval I 
would prepare a welcome far you. So 
I promptly flew to Neptune, brought 
away the most powerful magnetic at¬ 
tractors I could find, and set them up 
in readiness for your coming You 
should have struck at me from about 
two miles’ height, then I couldn't have 
saved myself." 

"I have no wife to Juat destroy your 
body, Quorne." fee Amazon told him. 
T intend to wipe out your mind aa 


**e He win have the d e vo u ring millions of mites of auroty 
•aw. and win be aMe rose*, ant beyond fee aridt efrori 


"Tram which I assume you be Ur 
you am wipe me out? A vary unlike 
proepect this time. Amazon. 1 obaer 
that I ranqnt penetrate the walla 
year machine and see within, so pr 
sumabty you are heavily insulated—b 
lhanka tor tearing you** radio as* 
untouched which enables ua to hr 
this refreshing conversation. And 
rerily Is that you know I rare 
have the ehance of speaking to n 
equals In intelligence" 

“Never mind the Conversatio 
Quorne! We didn’t fir all the wi 
from Barth Juat fnr that"* 

Inew what dki you come for? O 
yea, to destroy me' WpJI how do yr 
p ropose storting’" 

The Amazon gave Abna and Viona 
grim look while she searched in tx 
mind for an answer then QuorT 
spoke again 

"Since Abna and Viona hoarded th 
Ultra with you upon leaving Earth, 
assume they are still with you— whle 
makes my picture complete I hav 
surrounded this spaceship laboratory 
with a field of force so that anythin 
you may hurl at me will be instantly a« 
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QUORNERETURNS 



"A p Mobility which occurred to HA 
bo I shall not waato time trying to 
penetrate. But do you believe your 
vessel—or you yourselves—can with¬ 
stand the relentless crushing power at 
a small asteroid buildinf up around 
your 

The Amazon did not answer She gave 
Atea and Vioua a horrified glance and 
it Was plain from their expressions that 
they. too. were taken aback by Quorne? 
diabolical conception. 

T have no proof of it,” Quorne con¬ 
tinued. ■'but I believe that the ghost- 
star which caused the great exodus frwn 
Neptune ores entirely your own Cro¬ 
atian. You will realize therefore bow 
staple it is. with the eid of the re¬ 
flective rock, to build up any desired 
form of matter from the etheric atoms 
themselves. That is whet I Intend to 
do—create an asteroid with you in its 
core You will be sealed within thou¬ 
sands of tons of constantly compressed 
rock, forming the centre of the asteroid 
itself The larger it becomes, the more 
matter it accumulates, the greater will 
become the central pressure And from 
it you will have no means of escape" 

The Amazon retorted. She shot to 
bar feet and dived for the airlock, intent 
on selling bar life at dearly as pos¬ 
sible aa tong as she escaped the threat¬ 
ened veaael. But she eras too late. As 
she reached the outer airlock, ready to 
bar a pacceu it. a wall at dense matter 
formed outside, completely blocking 
bar. blasted bar ray-gun at it, bat 
it ted already become an thick that Um 
beam failed to penetrate to its outer 
limit 

Her face grim, she returned the gun 
to her belt ctoaed the airlock, and then 
west beck into the control room. The 
oftoii windows showed that the gray 
mutter of the thought-created asteroid 
saw in every direction, solid rock for- 

Is the answer to this 

had r e mov e d her space- 
asked the question, and 
Atom and Viona turned from the porta 
studying the im¬ 
prison which was binding them 
ML 

Ahoa said. This asteroid could not 
haw been brought Into being without 
Qua nt a's willpower, vastly a m pl ifi ed 
by that reek area. To aid our will 
pow er we have the amplifiers which wa 
uto when hypnosis la necessary. Maybe 
tot can defeat him mentally h not 
?. m 

want these walls str ip ped of 
Viona exclaimed, 
waves wfU not pam 


her wife instruments 
to remove toe plates whilst the Amazon 
sal up three thought-amplifying hyp¬ 
notic machines Bren as toe worked. 
Obi nitre creaked s little now and again 
at toe accumulating weight of mind- 
cMMsd reck began to have an effect 
flit Anatom. Abes and Vtona took 

S peaftlnns la free* of the amplifier s 
9t which wort trained directly to- 
where they had last 
Ip laboratory"—end 
m the power Then they con- 
with every vestige of their 





novel features upon it __ 

Where it had come from Quorne ted 
not the slightest idea, tor ha had only 
just noticed it It lay to one ato of 
the straight line to the rock amplifying 
xrea and therefore bad escaped the 
mental waves. It seemed to Quorne. as 
ha studied it that the vessel was grow¬ 
ing from smallness to larger sise. At 
length, when it was as big. or bigger, 
than an average space ship, its increase 
ceased. Quorne waited, fascinated, as 
an airlock opened ahd space-suited fig¬ 
ures appeared. 

Apparently they walked on two lags 
and bad two arms, but the suits pre¬ 
vented him discovering anything further. 
They glanced about them, studied the 
asteroid tor a moment and than began 
to move toward the “speqeaflQ> labora¬ 
tory." Quorne drew higaproton gun in 
readiness. Gaining the outer airlock of 
the "spaceship laboratory." they ham¬ 
mered upon it Quorne did not move. 

Then the men. if men they were, 
walked straight through the solid 
tungsten-steel door and appeared on the 
other side, stepping Incredibly out of 
the metal and thereby disproving one of 
the basic laws of physic*—that no two 
states of matter can occupy the same 
place at the same time without, of 
course, producing an Inconceivably 
violent explosion and Irresistible ex¬ 
pansion of energy. 

There were four men. Quorne noted, 
as be recovered from the shock. He 
kept his gun steady but did not fire it 
Through their helmets the men eyed 
him fixedly and he was able to detect 
the moat fearsome facet he had ever 
encountered. They were Inhumanly 
square, with enormous, tightly shut 
mouths Noses were absent, but there 
were two fleshy slits that could have 
passed for air passages. Instead of two 
eyes they had one. and this in the 
centre of the enormous forehead. It was 
round, Udlees. and stared with baleful 
intensity. 

The four men snapped back their 
helmets on hinges and revealed their 
face* They were still revolting, and 
total baldness did not help The general 
picture was one of pitiless scientific 
intelligence and completely divorced 
from human characteristics. 

Then one of them spoke, using Eng¬ 
lish with the precision of Just having 
learned H. His voice was fairly musical 
and like ordinary human beings It ap¬ 
peared that he had no teeth, even 
though he articulated correctly 

"From the equipment around you. and 
the tele your mind has to tell, yotf are 
the man we seek." the creature an- 


Qoome slowly gathered 
Jain, "1 am Sefner Quorne 
of Jupiter, and naturally 1 am only too 
pleased to make the acquaintance at 
brother scientists 1 am not certain of 
what port of the Universe you come 
from." Quorne continued. “Nature to an 
bountiful with bar worlds one cannot 
hove a knowledge of all of them" 

“We do not come from any world to 
this Universe. Sefner Quorne." 

"No? Then tram a greater universe. 
1 take it? The microcosm?" 


CUAFTf* XVII 


T HERE was no immediate answer 
and. aa he p ond ere d . Quorne re*- 
called how he had seen the specs 
machine, if such It was. ap pear 
to become Larger until it bad r an ch ed 
maxitoum. 

"1 have misunderstood." be added 
"Clearly you have come from a smaller 
univers'" 

'Yea. agreed the spokesman. “Wa 
come from an atomic universe, from 
the world of Ur I am Maun, toe 
selected leader at tola. expedition, 
not the ruler of our world He di 
so did nearly all our race—becai 


within 

to toe Manli¬ 
est and all castrated in their ordered 
courses by the Supreme Mathematician 
upon whom none has aver looked?" 

“Certainly I am aware at it" Quorne 
retorted, irritated, putting his gun away. 

Mozan of Ur mid: “I repeat wa set 
off to find toe pe r petrat o r of disaster. 
Twelve machines began the tourney, 
only one finished the course, carrying 
us. That we have found you to sufficient 
reward for our trip." 

“I have not perpetrated anything." 
Quorne mid. “Or If I did. it was in 
total ignorance." 

“Ignorance is no excuse and we do 
not accept it Molith of Ur, who tea 
succeeded to'the title of ruler on our 
planet wishes to pom Judgment upon 
you and for that r eas o n you shall come 
back with us to our world." 

Qoome's heliotrope eyes gleamed. “I 
think you under-rate me. Moaan. I shall 
not go anywhere unlem ft to of my own 
free will." 

“The time ratio between this universe 
and our own differs, of course," Mozan 
remarked, "otherwise we could not have 
crossed an entire universe so quickly. 
When we arrive back in our world of 
Ur very little time will have elapsed. I 
would add that it was during our Jvur- 
ney here that we learned your language, 
chiefly from recordings made of broad¬ 
cast speeches.",. 

Quorne said: ‘'What am 1 supposed 
to have done to your world?" 

“You did it by destructive thought 
wav e * unknowingly, but that will not 
permit you to aoeape the penalty.” 

Thought waves? But I—“ 

"From your mind," Moaan interrupt¬ 
ed. "H becomes apparent that, several of 
yoor Earth weeks ago. you launched a 
vast wave of destructive thoughts to¬ 
ward the planet Earth. You did not 
stop to consider, of course, that those 
same thoughts would affect the atomic 
universes in their track! Our universe 
was directly in the pato land oar world 
received the thought waves with such 
devastating effect that, aa I have mid. 
three-quarters of our race died. We are 
ready to leave. Come." 

Quorna whipped out his gun and gave 
a desperate glance through the port 
toward the asteroid. 

"I am not goibg." ha retorted. “And 
you cannot make meT . _ , 

The single eyas of the man of Ur fixed 
on Quorna with relentless intensity 
Powerful though his own mind was. it 
was not capable of holding tour alien 
brains at bay. with the result that his 
gun finally dropped from his nerveless 
fingers and a blank look came mr his 



obeyed. This dona, the man 
dropped their helmets back into pw- 
tion. opened the airlock door, and push¬ 
ed Quorna out ahead of them. In a tow 
minutes they gained their own vessel, 
but so completely eras Qubrne*s mind 
subjected be took not the least Internet 
in his surroundings. 

Sealing the airlock opening. Moaan 
than moved to the switchboard and 
pulled a lever. Immediately, around the 
ship, to ere glowed a pale yellow shell 
of energy, expanding with the moments 
until It ted en c o m pass ed an a sea half 


the synthetic asteroid in which the 
UHra was still sealed. 

Within the Ultra the Amazon. Aboa. 
and Fiona ted about arrived at the 
pofnt where their I na c ti vi ty wtebccom- 

MB tot did somethin#!" the 
Amazon declared. "Mainly Quorne has 
given up his attempt erideitfijr warn¬ 
ing we’ve teen crusted. By this time 
be may be half way back to Earth, 
ready to Itort something new. Are you 
ready to try to mwtoUy mjjre tea iwak 

“Certainly 1 mmT He creased to the 


or not If M 
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to the n ea rest obliter¬ 

ated porthole. There was only the rock 
but 

to n. 

of it remained flat 
JMfhg 

under the ever accumulating pressure. It 
was drawing away. 

t iff" the 
Amazon asked, studying the matter tor 
herself. "It looks as though this rock is 
expanding outwards, causing us to be- 
coase loosened in the centre—or alee wo 
are becoming smaller, which is ridicu¬ 
lous" 

T don’t understand this at ail.” Abua 
declared. "Do you notice a queer 
tingling feeling? Like static electricity?" 

"I've noticed it for some time." the 
Amazon replied. "Cant be anything 
within our vessel here because all the 
power la switched ott" 

Realizing with the advancing seconds 
that they were in the midst of the 
greatest mystery yet the trio remained 
at the window and. by degrees, the rock 
which had hemmed them in became so 
far distant as to disappear, but the 
extraordinary thing was that tte 
Plutonian landscape did not make itself 
apparent in Us place. 

“Just where are we?" Viona asked, 
perplexity in her blue eyes. “From the 
look of things we are in space-xnd yet 
we can’t be!'' 

“Don’t be too sure of that" Abna 
replied, peering intently into the utter 
blackness “Unless I'm very much mis¬ 
taken. there are stars appearing — 
slowly." 

Ha was right. As the seconds crept 
onward and that sensation of static 
tingling continued, stars began to clear¬ 
ly make themselves evident until at 
last everywhere was powdered in them. 
And not only stars. There were nebulae, 
distant galaxies, island universes—the 
whole inconceivable agglomeration of 
the infinite. 

“Space!" More puzzled than aha had 
ever been in her life, the Amazon 
gazed upon the vastness. “And we’re 
floating free in the midst of it" 

From the star* outside, it was forced 
upon them that they were not in any 
space they could recognize. There were 
no familiar stars or constellations. 

“This is incredible!" the Amazon de¬ 
clared. “Even the detector meter, 
always set on Earth in case we lose our 
way, is not registering—which means 
we must be an inconceivable distance 
away from It! Why. even when I was 
once lost 30 light-centuries away from 
Earth, the meter still operated faintly. 

I don't understand—" 

“I believe I do.” Abna interrupted, 
gazing into the void. “Cut off the lights 
for a moment, VL" 

She did so and the scene without 
became correspondingly brighter. Abna 
pointed. 

“Look—over there A pencil-shaped 
speck on the move. See it?" 

-Spaceship apparently." the Amazon 
said. 

She swung the telescopic equipment 
into action and peered through the lena. 
Her wonderment deepened as she 
studied the vesaeL 

Tv* never seen one like it before.” 
she Mid when at length she handed the 
instrument to Abna. “It certainly lent 
one from our own Solar System " 

Abna swqng the x-ray equipment into 
focus With the telescope and again sur¬ 
veyed the far distant vessel, and thia 
time its Malls were easily penetrated 
and revealed what lay beyond Abna 
whistled softly with amazement—and 
when they. too. had looked, the Ami- 
zee and Viona gazed at, him blankly. 

•Quorne! And a captive!" the Amazon 
exclaimed. 

"And those creatures Mitb him ara 
utterly unlike anybody we’ve yet en¬ 
countered." Viona added. "What’s the 
angwer. do you think?" 

“ttnly one that I can think of. Abna 
replied "We have become so small. I 
believe, that tens of millions of people 
the size of us could easily find room 
qp the point of e needle “ 

“What'" the Amazon ejaculated “You 
mean we’re in the microcosm*" 

-That's the way it looks, taking ad 
the tacts into account First the asteroid 
fed away from us aa. presumably, w* 
became smaller, caused no toaibt by the 
asteroid shrinking at a tor lees pace 
than ua and the Ultra After that ea 
we became smaller and smallet still, 
the electrons, protons, and nuclei of 
intra-atomic apace became visible to us 

at gun.* 

n think." the Amazon admitted, “that 
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H tm mam telp. am a mr m l m on hit wL~ __ w « — 

triMtod him and cm deal with mm ha 
mat awn may." 

"Newer?" the A melon snapped. Til 
«• before HI pose as a friend of his.” 
*1 didn't say treat him as a friend." 
Vloos homed to the storage locker 

„_ sad began te set out a meal. Ahoa re 

Then Vi one asked: "How te we get Started *» a while ae the Amazon in- 
hack? We're no eguipmenTf “creJtS E**" 1 h * «■> to '° r talar 

infinite exp a ns ion, which is the only 

way to return. 1 know that yea and Tto particularly interested in finding 

md tka nrtawM* In- OOt WhT Onoru MB taken" Ahni ra¬ 


the larger one. 
but in this " ~ 

helplessly. 

T a _ _ 

“that w# want te go brek Just yet. 
Earth and the System can manage well 
enough without us for a while, end oar 
avowed intention.is to fODow Quorne 


what to te." 

“We must get on 
elded. “We are Just drifting free in 
apace as it is and that vemel is fatting 
farther end farther away. I think we 
invisible, loo. 



an likely they’ll have detectors on 
the watch ter anybody following. They 
think they're alone in space. 


probably 
Luckily 1 


The Amaxon turned to the switch¬ 
board and started up the pewer-ptarat. 
Immediately the Ultra began Wee lag in 
tha general direction of the far distant 


switch so that all outflowing light-waves 
tram the Ultra were stopped, render- 
teg it tavMble te outside cyan. 

‘*1 wonder why they took Quorne ?" 

that I wonder why he ever allowed 
himself te be-taken7* 

'Possibly hypnosis,” Abns answered. 
They evidently have a very special 
reason for wanting him—perhaps as a 
s peci m s n of life from the greater uni- 


marked. -A ad it will also be necessary 
for ue to find the equipment to en¬ 
large ourselves back to our own 
Universe. We can do it in no other 
way than going to the city.” 

Immediately the meal was over, the 
trio set off in the direction of the dis¬ 
tant city. Of itself the Journey was not 
unpleasant, even though the blue sun 
wee extremely bewildering after being 
to a golden one. The sky 
nrple-bleck in consequence, 
bat the density of the sir — quite 
brsntheeble — prevented any stars 

J, as the fares were 
making up their minds what they would 
te when they reached the city, their 
mrroundingB dissolved fiom around 
them. The obscurity did not prevail 
ter long, and #ben it lifted they were 
in some kind of huge stone chamber 
tth massive eollonadea. 

At the far end of the room, lying 
am ite t^ cushions, a figure stirred and 

“Come forwa/d, please.” he invited. 

The three obeyed warily, the Ama¬ 
zon keeping her hand on her gun. At 
length toey readied the redining fig¬ 
ure. Be wore long vestments of wnt 
seemed to be satin with a considerable 
quantity of queer jewelry banging 
man his node.. He was revolting to look 
at wita the single relentless eye, the 
ab senc e of nose, the steel trap of a 


ittens will be 
different, and. without a knowledge of 
them ere cahnbt 
"From your a 

mid. "I realise that is the truth, 
forgive me if I should place < 
wrongly here and there. I 
your language at all ton 
Sefner Quorne'■ mind.” 

“I am surprised that be left Me salad 
open enough for yea te te that/^Abna 


|W penult ue to be present when tee 
lakes place? We haw 
as yen te wish te am 

1 think that could bn 

tend 

B-te 
as a 

tuSl* •$? wT’uee^^Tto 
We have not rented te a long 



“He had no choice Beet 
ture his mind has been In 
chiefly because he is too 
it to be allowed freedom.” 

"You haven't 
HoUth.” the 

Moilth smiled, end It 
hideout. “Do 

Amaxu, that I would be a tent 
to give you three the knowledge at 
bow to come and go in our Universe? 
Already one from your Universe has 
ell but destroyed us. Do you lmaglus 
1 would take such a risk again? If you 
do not know the way beck, that is your 
misfortune. You will net he banned by 
ue: you can move as you will. Cer¬ 
tainly you win no} lenm anything be¬ 
cause we are too scientifically shielded 
for that I think the bast thing you 
can do is make up your tnlnrtt to stay 
in this Universe - for the rwt of your 
lives. You have your free ebeioe of 
planets and your own msfshtp In 
which to travel to 
fairer than that” 



no nuor nodded and pro is id a tew-' 
tan a m ong the man of them ineet into 
n soettoa eftoefloor beside 

d presumably his . 
relayed to soUH scientific 



from tha Ultra. 


only a tew yards away 


“UBUkelr." the Amazon replied. They 
are skilled scientists snd I'm sure they’d 
s ever make a trip from the intra- 
atomic gulf Just for the doubtful plea¬ 
sure of taking one specimen from a dead 
like Pluto. I think they moat 
a reason for wanting Querne, 


"If they dispose of him it will save 
ns the trouble,' Vions commented 
“Hot entirely” The Amazons faee 
waa grim. “We have resolved te destroy 
him mentally and physically, so that 
The moat these 
I expect, is destroy 


chA rm xviik 

wpnOUR days snd nights of Berth time 
§4 bed pasted before there wee a 
■ tfgn of a change In the monoton- 
~ out journeying through the deeps 
-nod the change came when a Woe- 


in the deeps It was one of nine 
tlectrenie planets — circling a 
s a p ph ir e Woe primary. Tbs coloring 


be commanded, snd the 
trie relaxed into soft cushions and 
waited, their eyes straying to guard! 
whom they had just noticed in the 
• shadows by the far wall. The single 
blue light overhead, sunken into the 
lofty root was so designed that its 
effulgence descended on this mysterious 
and apparently extremely lazy being. 

“I trust you will forgive my using 
ihe fourth dimension to bring you here.” 
the recumbent creature apologized 
“But as you will understand, we cannot 
permit unknowns to wander at will 
about our world. It h something of a 
problem bow you come to be here at 
all. but to Judge from our instruments 
you used invisibility to make your ap¬ 
proach and then oast it aside because 
you had to. That was when you become 
appreciable to us.” 

"Wle are you. and where are we?” 
tee Ameses asked flatly. 

“1 am Molith, snd this is the world of 
Ur. To you, in the normal state. It 
would be aa electron. I gather from 
your thoughts that you must be the 
three of whom Sefner Quorne spoke— 
the three whom be hates so bitterly." 

"Yes, we ere the enemies of Quorne.” 

"Be is a destroyer of 


destroyer of worlds. 


gave Abna a glance. Be was si 
fixedly at Molith, trying te read 
his labyrinth of a brain 
the formula which was 
be failed. Mottte sensed 
pen tag and blanked his thoughts com¬ 
pletely. 

“I suppose,” the Amazon ashed, ter 
want of something better to say, "that 
you have decided upon a fate for Sefner 
Quorne?" 

“Certainly He is to die.” 

“In what way? I would warn you 
that destroying Quorae’s body will not 
be the slightest use. His mind is greater 
than his body and will re-form a body 
around it if necessary. If you da not 
destroy that mind you can never be 
sure but what Quorne will return . . 
.For that matter the same might be mid 
of any of ue here.” 

“I em aware of your mental power, 
my friends, and of that af Sefner Quorne. 


CHAPTER XIX 


W HBN they were in ft, the Am- 
aan seated the airlock ami 
•witched on the currant which 
completely polarised all radi¬ 
ations which might try to penetrate— 
radio pickup waves, ter instance. 

"I have aa Idea," tee said, “but it wfll 
d e m a n d a great deal of caution and 
preefoten te pul it lute practice. We 
knew teat Querns Is te be kilted bp 
ef hie materiel and 


■rota hr which atom ships are . 
te expand: It can’t be anything etae, 
ataee the eat of equations which apply 
to matter will equally ftrtrmrt aa atom 
ship or a living body. TWy’ro hate 
natter, though at differing rates of 
vibration." 

Abna snapped his fingers. “You mean 
U we are present when Quorne is put 
to death we can perhaps find a way to 
discover the formula which will have 
to bo used on him?” 

“Exactly! Abna. urn your wits te de¬ 
vise a machine—within the three hours’ 
grace we have—to automatically record 
the vibrations ef the mathematical equa¬ 
tions which will be used to destroy 
A small machine white wo 


can keep hidden, but which will register 
the figures " 


out ef the port, it turned the « 
tab of the trio to gray and theb ftps 


white is why we took 
J o urne y — or at least my comrades did— 
te sock hhn out He is to pay the ex¬ 
treme penalty for wiping out three- 
ef our rocs with his thought 


planned for him will fee absolute 
mind and his body will be 
expanded until every atom Is 
asunder by a gulf If count* 
of electronic mites, making it 
for cohesion and attraction to ever 
again. His mind, which Is but 
cess of highly sensitive 

order te that Of 
the 

unity will ever be 
tary sections of his mind and body 
be scattered about this Universe, 
of them perhaps even breaking 
to the universe beyond—yours." 

That certainly sounds efficient,” the 
Amazon agreed, a curiously subdued 
excitement In bar voice. "I deni 
we could hove devised anything better 


His time: 


Abna became lost In thought lor a 
then with a nod to himself be 
headed into the Ultra's laboratory and* 
looked about hhn upon the 
‘ of materials. T! 

followed him in. watching 
pectantly. 

”1 can do it” ho said briefly, -pro¬ 
vided both of you help me te the limit 
doing exactly as ydu'ro told end -not 
I Joel haven't 
Quickly —two 


“I am flattered.” Molith replied drily 
• hypnotic eye 
em. st ri v in g te 

"Well, my friends. If you have tetor 
mattan concerning your Universe orMte 
you would like to give to me. I—" 
"Certainly not" the 





wEW WW EE ■EMNIV I NR 

Atom Mid: *Ow ebfert Is te get wtafc 
EMM* Mi mm *B Mm la ear own Untv 
Wf hetorv them Steer people do It is 
1W way we m ie teat, a to ef 
a fte at b b 


machine and go In 

which we eon settle.” 
My only regret te that 


of view? I am compelled te p rote ct my 
own Universe, as much as you would 
7 protect your*” 

The Amazon hesitated, gtancidg at 
Abna and Viona. Then she nodded 
■lowly. 

"Yea. 1 can see your point of view 
Perhaps we can yet find ■ 


though. I would 
M Quorne te 
In toe way you have outlined 


Neither the 
Judge what be was about They late 
«d so they were told, but et toe close 
ef two end e half hours Abna a n n ou ra ed 
that the jab was complete end held ft 
up. The object was circular, of solid 
gold, end no bigger or thicker then a 


"Certainly H looks like a master- 
piece." the Amazon mid. "but bow does 
H work* Are you even sure that It 
win*" 

"Certain. For Instance "He moved 
ecrom te toe nearest calculating machine 
and m rl teh ed tt on Then Into the 


be f*d the question -What is the speed 
of Ugh**” 

The apparatus whirred and in ■ ser- 


to be which 


res Imprinted lMSOOm 
teak toe detector from 
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1K(( the M'jtd front to mutp 

On the co'H'Jrtawd art ot tt&n 
window*—Uwre being aU rows of t he m 
in ell-had appeared the number* MHN, 
and in a ipwer Window te moood 
dot had produced the figure L 
-9te|le enough.*’ be mid. aa b 
the number* bock lb —- 

rive forth a vibration. starting a* the 
digit one and increaaing thereafter aa 
the power of the total i a c re aa a a AH 
thi* little Instrument does i* pick up 
thorn nearly indeteetaWe vibrations, Map 
them up through a minute transformer, 
and then registers them — stop-watch 
fashion—aa an adding machine registers. 
The multiple windows are so that we 
can deal with mulU-btllions If need be 
—and this section here is for equations 
whereby a mam of figures is MmpUfied 
to a common denominator. Which. I 
think, is exactly what we want" 

"A masterpiecer the Amazon ex¬ 
claimed in delight -1 knew you could 
4a K, Alina. And it operates even if 
ha the pocketT - w 

-Certainly Molith won t have the 
•lightest suspicion. And now we ought 
to be on our way. I'm trusting that 
Molith wffl see us emerge from this 
ship and give us one of his handy four- 
dimensional lifts to his abode.” 

Such proved to be the case and the ‘ 
familiar mists enveloped them when 
they, were only a few yards from the 
Ultra. When they emerged again in the 
Grecian hall of Molith. they found him 
waiting, and this time attired to dif¬ 
ferent and more dooe-fitting garments 
-Greetings" he acknowledged briefly. 
•This way " 

The guards from the MuMowa closed 
in to a wide circle ami followed their 
master and the trio from the room, 
down a corridor, and then into a metal- 
walled laboratory of Immense Mae. to 
the centre of it, dear of all Instrument 
panels, was a tall stand with a gleaming 
pillar to the c e ntr e of it. To the pil¬ 
lar's summit were attached thick cables 
which led beck to electromagnets. And 
at the pillar's baas Mood 9efner Qoome. 
firmly shackled with chain. Be gave a 
start aa ha saw toe trio, then the cold 
amile cam* to his hatchet-features. 

This must be quite a triumphal sight 
far you.* ha commented. 

"It la." the Amazon agreed. "My only 
regret is that I was not responsible for 
your capture . . . And you ar e to b e 
congratulated on revealing no surprise 
at seeing us here.” 

-Wo reason why I should. Molith told 
me of your arrival and of your inten¬ 
tion to Witness my decease. I have 
fMig w a hard battle, and lost it. To 
you three go toe honors, though what 
use they will be to you. lost to t ! < 
universe. I do not know." 

None of the trio made any re*xmae. 
and Molith made a signal to the men 
' g r oupe d before the switchboards and 
they started the generator*. The Ama- 
aon. Abna and Viona waited, all of 
them thinking at that moment of the 
detector in Abna * pocket K s e e med 
that he was close enough to the switeh- 
for their mathematical vibration* 



Tor what U now going to happen 
to you. Sefner Quome, 1 have no ro- 
Mtob" Molith said. "You have been 
a destroyer, and must. In turn. 

P roceed." be finished, 
■tely the me* at the switch- 
beards went into action. 

Me sound escaped Quome. defiant to 
toe last, as livid electrical bolts flashed 

eett*d*to| H an aura of lavender lights, 
aad- aa they expanded their area he 
< also, larger and larger. unUl 
tan the pillar, as big 
l ab o r a to ry. an# wt last nothing 
■Mta (ban 1 vastly attenuated mis* 
Wfetob evaporated slowly and left be- 
• sensation of tr em e n dous strain 
rescti on Molith 


SASSSL&L 

tote laid aate * toe 



MM (teak you tor parmmmg au are 


came Into operation and the trio found 
themselves within a law yard* at tt* 
Ultra. They kept silent, controlling 
their amotions aa much as possible and 
overcoming the temptation to run peD- 
meO to to* Ultra. They finally gained 
a leisurely walk and 

_Then, the moment the 

doer was shut Abna quickly yanked 
the detector from his pocket and mapped 
open the front 

After a tew momenta* study at the 
maze of figure*, every window being 
filled with them, he snapped his fingers 
to delight 

*YJ«t itl Positively got ItT he ex¬ 
claimed. “In an hour I should be able 
to work out the formula, with the help 
of the mathematical calculators." 

-Then we*d better get on the move 
and do It some distance from this 
planet" the Amazon decided. 

Abna was too eagerly concentrating 
on the figures in toe detector to notice 
particularly what she eras saying—so aha 
crossed to thu control board, started the 
power plant and to a few moments had 
the machine heading out into the void, 
■way from the blue primary. When at 
length she had settled upon h course. 
Mae put the automatic pitot to position 
and went to join Abna and Viona In the 
laboratory. 

Both of them were busy with sheets 
of figures, which Viona constantly tod 
to the mathematical machines. They in 
turn whirred and clicked, working out 
sections of the formula from the basic 
figures given So finally, when the hour 
was up, Abna gathered together the 
sum total of the calculators* findings 
and worked out the final details. 

“Done itr he announced finally. 
“Every figure checks—but It will mean 
a complete conversion at our power 
plant, VL It will have to be dismantled 
said then reset H*i a matter of con¬ 
version from atomic power to electronic 
vibration, and instead of the power all 
being used for propulsion, it will have 
to extend in an aura about us instead. 
That means carrying power cables to 
every part of the machine so that all 
of it wffl be affected. The basis of the 
whole Is that the electronic orbits mak¬ 
ing up the vessel, and oursel ves, o f 
course, have to be made to expand 
Indefinitely." 

Abna got to his feet actively "We 
begin by stripping the power plant and 
cruising free in space while we do It 
Our course is clear of foreign attrac¬ 
tions. VI. isn't it?" 

“Entirely clear." she assented, leading 
the way to the control room. 

So the task began whilst the Ultra 
cruised steadily through the wastes of 
mter-atomic space to nowhere In par¬ 
ticular All three were aware of the 
considerable risk they were miming for. 
If some strongly gravitative body hap¬ 
pened to present Itself and claim the 
ship by its mass, there would be nothing 
they could do aboA it with the power- 
plant stripped. It was Just one of the 
chances they had to take, and at Inter¬ 
vals the Amazon anxiously studied the 
view outside and on each occasion did 
not see anything within measurable 
distant* which could cause trouble. As 
tor Ur. it had long since vanished into 
remoteness, and so had the blue sun. 

Once the power-plant was in pieces 
the conversion to electronic vibration 
components was not a particularly tong 
task in the laboratory. By far the 
longer job eras that of wiring every part 
of the vessel so that the current could 
he uniformly carried. The Amazon and 
Viona undertook this task while Abna 
did the power plant cor.version. They 
were in the midst of It whan one of the 
Amazon's studies of the outer scene 
through the port revealed possible 
danger infinitely far ahead. Thar* 
loomed a system of 30 planets and a 
primary, which could only be an atom 
at ritic In the world of normal, state 
sine possesses 3G electrons 

“1 don’t like th* took of that." the 
Amazon said, worriedly, as Viona joined 
her to gazing. "Tell your father to 
the conversion through with all 
Viona did so. but the task was aw* 
that rushing It was not possible, with 
the result that the minutes crept by and 
wiring of Use vessel continued—end file 
IP planet system came ever closer. At 
Ks pr ewot speed, without any means of 
turning aside, nothing ec-ld prevent the 
Ultra hurtling straight Into the system 
■od grinding itself to powder. 

"Bow long do you estimate before are 
Abna called from 



vn universe which are have never 
looked at, I cannot see ttwt the 
to so interesting, 
rm uneasy In the infinite small. 

If we want to explore, 
it be in our own understand- 


-Onty one 

Tve done ft before so I 
again Carry an 
and leave fids a 

J2Lv b lw£&“SttEtoT tTte "Bo be it." Abna smiled "But this 

SK^^hTaS!? quESTa**** • *** u tbe ** m * 

then framfito armory reck *» whan we know by the number at 

yy 2S2.Ti.ZSSTl&’ZSS.ET- 

_____ la'll ?"* - **** ao through Swrf. to bo able to land on an electron 


too summit of the 


CHAPTER XX 

OB a moment or two she was busy 
with the lifeline, securing it to 
the base of the Ultra's conning 


waste* of atomic spoce around her a* 
sbe did ao. The affect «a precisely the 
i ff** H if she were la normal space in 
her own Universe. Tho laws of 


her way to the now of the veaael and 
began to walk down It, always perpen¬ 
dicular to its surface yhee it waa by 
only attraction—though seen from the 
roof she would have appeared to be 
horizontal, her bdmeted head project¬ 
ing into apace. 

When she reached this poaittoo she 
put the protonic cannon to her shoulder 
and preaeed the button. A stream of 
deadly fize slashed into infinity in front 
of her—but this did not signify. It waa 
the tremendous recoil kick the cannon 
had which mattered. Her body was 
strong —«n«igh to take it as she was 
jolted backwards. Deliberately she kept 
her legs braced for toe strain, with the 
result that the entire Ultra beneath her 
moved too. swinging in free spew. There 
was nothing miraculous about the feat; 
it simply meant that the Ultra had no 
other oppoaing gravitation to prevent 
its movement, and no resistance what¬ 
ever to its tremendous forward velocity. 

Satisfied, the Amazon tried again— 
and again, and every time she fired the 
cannon the huge vessel swung its nose 
farther around, until at last It was at 
right angles to the system looming in 
fite distance. That waa all that was 
needed. Still retaining its initial velo¬ 
city—or almost, since the net of turning 
had expended energy which had slowed 
It very slightly — it waa now moving 
away from the me na c in g system Into 
what appeared to be an endless waste of 
■pace where no danger threatened. And 
even if it did. the Amazon waa prepared 
to “punt" the giant Ultra into a new 
course again until safety waa assured. 

Breathing hard, she returned Into the 
vessel, dumped the cannon, and nulled 
off her'apace auK. Viona. practically at 
the end of the wiring task, gave her an 
admiring glance. 

“That waa a marvellous feat, mother 
Td newer have thought at Ik" 

“In a fight corner you would." the 
Amaaon smiled. “Just the age-old law 
of recoil and mass made practical.*’ 

“Wiring’s practically finished." Viona 
said. "The rest is up to father now." 

The Amazon went in to Alma and 
in the midst of wiring the 


which 1a actually inside a piece of gold 
In ouf own univesoe. T think we might 
have found far more interesting revela- 
-tkms, far more c o n cer n ing the underly¬ 
ing nature of the Universes within 
Universes If we'd stayed and explored " 
“We didn't—and we’re going home," 
the Amazon replied flatly. “Sorry. Abna. 
but this region scares me" 

That being the caae. Abna said no 
more and the reassembly of the power 
plant continued steadily. A break was 
made for a meal and a rest, and then the 
talk waa resumed, until at last it was 
completed. 

be said. 



tested to his satis f a ct io n 

“Just a matter af reassembly now," 
he sold, aa the Amazon watted. “Onto 
aU you can and let's gat busy." 

The Amazon picked up the naamt 
mass of weight/ ■■*■»**• «Pd wnlkpd 
with if Into control room. Ahaa 
coming t* behind bar. With Viona aim 
to help them, the reoaaembly eras net a 
difficult matter. It was 
multitude of 


. It woa linking aU the 

wtraa which was the 


In some way*," Abs 
busied bhnaatt T rather 
“Bagrat whatr toe - 

agOtoj tola Min 
think we might hava bee* 
if we’d hatd the torn mt i 


Moving to the switchboard, he tugged 
down the huge blades of the master 
switch and jammed them home It was 
surprising that there waa no brief flash 
of blue sparks. The blades engaged in 
their slots without a hint of electrical 
contact. Silent, the Amazon and Viona 
looked about them but there waa no 
evidence of anything happening. 

-What’s wrong?" the Amazon de¬ 
manded. puzzled—then she went to the 
converted power plant and studied it 
Everything waa as it should be. even 
to the new block of copper which was 
to prov i de the necessary energy. 

Baffled. Abna lookad^about him. then 
be went into a thorough examination 
at all connecting points, checking them 
with his Sheets of figures. Finally he 
sighed. 

-As tor as the wiring is concerned 
there are no mistakes. No doubt on that 
Possibly we are not using enough 
power, so double It VL" 

Promptly toe Amazon brought an¬ 
other block of copper and fixed It in 
the matrix. The moment she did so, 
however, she gave a hoarse gasp of pain 
and almost instantly she shrank with 
bewildering rapidity — smaller, smaller, 
gone! . 

Abna stared at the spot where she 
had been. ‘The current’ It must have 
been on!” 

He and Viona swung and stared at 
the blades still in contact. Apparently 
the current had been in being, though 
not showing any evidence of tt on the' 
meters because they were not geared 
to this particular type of energy and 
there had been no. time to reassemble 
them 

“Quick!" Viona shouted frantically. 
“Cut off the power! Mother may still 
be decreasing Into—into I don't know 
what" 

Abna leaped, seized the switch handle, 
and disengaged the blades. 

“What do we do now?" Viona asaed 
helplessly "What went wrong, father? 

I don't understand it" 

*T do—now.” he replied grimly This 
current, the way we have wired it. Is 
in an Inverse ratio, one of the trickiest 
mathematical fortnulae to work out And 
it also does not operate en masse on 
inorganic substances That seems clear. 

th£ ship would have re¬ 
sponded. except that it would have 
shrunk instead of expanding. To work 
out the puzzle at Inverse ratio—to make 
expansion take the place of cmitraction 
—4a a job which wtU take the coke 
la tors several days. Tour mother, being 
organic, waa instantly affected and 
torank beyond the vanishing point 
Infernal teHteff" h* breathed-In fttry 
-This is what comes of trying to work 
ant a formula from a few scattered 
truths! I'd have seen the mistake had 
I had more time in which to do if 
"But what about mother*' Viona in¬ 
sisted. “We've got to rescue her 
“You mean I have." Abna interrupted 
Moving forward, he looked at the power 
plant and the copper bloHi which the 
Amaaon had dropped when she had 
ttminfc: then he turned to Viona aod 
put m arm about her shoulder Viona. 
you have an unp l easa n t tattt to par¬ 
lor**." he said gently “You must stay 
boro while I go and look fc 






QUCRNB RETURNS 


«M no lifn yet of the eal- 
having finished their eompu- 
As Abna had Mid, it would 
take them several days—and 
it was not the tfcne. In a few 
: the moot the Ultra would 


towered seeming miles over his hood. 
The lights in the roof receded into dte 
tant star*. TSen the shrinkage coaood 
and he moved slowly 

“Vir he called. 'Vi. are you there?" 

He peered ihto what seemed to be 
starlit darkness. He was in a deep de¬ 
pression on s vast, ridgy plain. It came 
to him presently that this depression 
was a tiny aJr hole In the metal floor¬ 
ing of the Ultra’s control room, and that 
the plain itself was the floor, receding 
away to the indistinguishable walls. He 
was liny. yes. inconceivably so. even in 
this world of the infinite small, but 
apparently he had not shrunk so much 
as to fall through the interstices of 
matter Itself. 


fr om the locker she took three spade 

suits and laid them on the floor To 
the belts she attached all the provi- 
Mens and Weapons she could locate. 


Whatever else she intended spying 
was negated by a s u dd en violent earth¬ 
quake — or so it seemed to be. The 
• plain" on which the three were stand¬ 
ing swayed back and forth with ter¬ 
rific violence, flinging them from their 
feet. They were roiled and pitched 
helplessly for what seemed to be hun¬ 
dreds of yards, a aeries of vast concus¬ 
sions crashing Into their audiophones. 
Then at last the disturbances ceased 
and they were able to look about them 
Tor a long thee the view was in¬ 
explicable Bat. at least there was 
light—clear, yellow and warm, with a 
seemingly incredibly distant blue sky. 
Nearby stead a jagged mountain, its 
edges as sharp as tho teeth on a saw. 

"AteKMpbera apparently." Abna aid. 
st utbrfaw Ms belt instrument Then he 
added: “Bmtheable! We can be rid 
of tbtet pgace suits—" 

Plena Interrupted, a queer note in 
her voice: “That isn’t a mountain range 
to the right there It’s the remains of 
the Ultra—Jagged metal edpas sticking 
out against the sky! But how colossal 
it seems—and how dreadfully small we 
must be. This plain seems Ip fa on 
forever." 


swung arobHf guscfcly. 

“AbnaT T^dhe figure of^the Ama 

She cfunlr $» him ’ t 1 gh fl y when at last 
she reached him. “Abna! Thank heaven! 
I was beginning to fear l‘d really dhM 
myself this time " 

"Aso yon hurt?" 

"Not particularly I was la atari with 
when I got the shock team fl*e matrix. 


and there, for the momerft. left them. 

Surveying the scene outside, she gave 
a start of alarm The distant nuclear 
sun had grown Considerably and the 
planets circling it, II in all. suggested 
that it must be an atom af argon. 
The nearest electron-wartd. straight In 
the pith of the Ultra, waa of con- 
skteraMe size and would inevitably 
draw the vessel as tt ewe near. '-In 
an hour, or even lest, the Ultra would 


the formula." 

Tat difficult to be rid of. am I not?* 
QuieTir gave his cold smile "And inci¬ 
dentally. it sounds odd for you to keep 


Quickly Vkma 


instrument panel and 
switch^ ^ Bea ch in g^ tk 


aware bf what ha 
Viona kept 
are thinking af r 
ation I would wai 
I can s^adtstmlgk 


finish up flat on her back with a aoll- 
tary atar Infinitely high above. 

Gradually pain left her and she 
scrambled to her feet—just as two 
figures came hurrying toward her in 
the gloom 

"Mother* Father!" she exclaimed 
thankfully, when she had opened her 
helmet 

“And what is the meaning of this?" 
Abna demanded angrily “I told you 


floor We re In a bate in the metal, the him and then toward the port 

size of a pinhead and about as deep ffcgav* the slightest of starts st what 

maybe Our only light co mes from the he beheld. Tar away in the atomic 

control room ceiling lamps—those rtafs gulf a solitary giant star, or to be 

way up there Several hundred* e# more pr ecis e , a single nucleus, ema 

miles sway—la us that i*—wgl be the visible—and there waa no doubt that 

laboratory where I trait VJeha is now the Ultra was travelling rapidly in Kt 

St work." ' 7 direction. 


silly child, are you talking 
"Look out . Quickly Viona 


She had scarcely finished 
before Abna gripped bar 
pulled her berk Narrawlp * 
the downward movement if i 
falling out of the sky. aemetl* 
blocked the sunlight ter a n 





















































